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Why is Moshiach such an important topic?

Since Yud Shevat 5711 when accepting the Nesius, the Rebbe has been talking about 

Moshiach coming. Even before then, the Frierdiker Rebbe spoke about the Holocaust as 

part of chevlei Moshiach—the suffering compared to the pains of labor that get stronger 

right before the child is born.“ְלַאְלֵּתר ַלְּתׁשּוָבה ְלַאְלֵּתר ַלְּגֻאָּלה” the Frierdiker Rebbe assured. “The more 

quickly we do teshuva, the more quickly Moshiach will come.”

This also is not a new idea. When the Baal Shem Tov had aliyas haneshama and met 

Moshiach in Shomayim he asked him, “When are you coming?” Moshiach answered: 

 When your wellsprings (Chassidus) spread out to the furthest, most—ִלְכֶׁשָיפּוצּו ַמְעְינֹוֶתיָך חּוָצה“

outside places.”  

Going way back to the first day of Creation, the Torah hints at the idea of Moshiach with the 
words: ְורּוַח ֱאֹלקים ְמַרֶחֶפת ַעל ְפֵני ַהָמִים—the spirit of Hashem hovered over the waters On this possuk, 

mefarshim say: “this is the spirit of Moshiach.” Adam Harishon, Avrohom Avinu, Yitzchak 

Avinu, Yakov Avinu, Moshe Rabbeinu, Shmuel Hanavi, Dovid Hamelech: they all knew 

about Moshiach and wanted him to come. Do you?

What can you do to make it come sooner?

In order for something to seem real, you usually want to “check it out”. Sometimes, you can 

see the thing itself, or a picture of it. Someone can describe it to you, and make you excited 

about it. You might call up customer service, and ask them a bunch of questions about 

a product to see if you want to purchase it. But the bottom line is, that in order to really 

want something you need to understand what it is and why it is good. There are a lot of 

questions about Moshiach that you might be unclear about and might make you hold off 

being really into wanting him to come. Like:

  How will my life change when he comes?

  Will Yiddishkeit change?

   What will we be doing all the time once 

Moshiach comes?

   Will we all be forced to live in Eretz 

Yisroel? What happens to our homes and 

all our belongings in chutz la’aretz?

   Why should we want him? Isn’t it 

enough to just do Torah and mitzvos?

  Who is Moshiach?

  How do you know he is the right one?

  Will he make miracles?

   How do we know that he’s coming  

for sure?

  When is he coming?

  What if we don’t deserve the geulah?
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Where do I start to learn all these answers?

These questions will be discussed and some of them answered (or at least spoken about) 

in the Hilchos Melech Hamoshiach of the Rambam that are presented in this booklet in six 

separate lessons. 

Throughout the years, the Rebbe has told us that we are able to—we must!—bring 

Moshiach. How? “The straightest path to accomplish this is through learning Inyanei 

Geulah and Moshiach.” May it be ֵּתיֶכף ּוִמָיּד ממש!

What is each section in this book about? 

The Bendovid family is here to help you:

RAMBAM
The main subject we are learning 

is Hilchos Moshiach of the 

Rambam, which are the last two 

perakim of Hilchos Melachim 

U’Milchamos. Where does each 

new halacha begin? This picture 

will tell you.

BACKGROUND
Mushkie loves sefarim. She lives 

sefarim! And she’s happy to give 

you a little sneak peek before 

you learn the Rambam with 

some background information 

you’ll also be happy to have!

CROWN JEWELS
Do you know that the Rebbe spoke 

a lot about Hilchos Moshiach? 

These are the last perakim of the 

entire Mishneh Torah, the many 

sichos are based on a Siyum 

Harambam. Tatty shares some of 

them in this section.

NEW AGE SAGE
There’s another whiz kid in the 

family, but Yossi’s going to make 

you work hard to know what he 

knows. Can you answer all his 

questions?

STORY
Mommy tells the greatest stories, doesn’t 

she? You can read it first and then try 

to find the connection to a topic in the 

pages of the lessons, save it for a hot-

cocoa break when your head is about to 

explode, or save the best for last!

DVAR MALCHUS
This is Mendy and Berel’s favorite part! 

Taken from the sichos of the Kuntres 

Dvar Malchus that the Rebbe handed 

out to Chassidim right after telling 

them that the most important thing is 

to learn Inyanei Geulah and Moshiach...

well, do you agree?

@ LAST 
This is a summary of the halacha (and 

sometimes the entire lesson). This is 

where the whole family chips in!

ESSAY 
They’re twins, and they both love to 

learn new things, but they couldn’t 

be more different when it comes to 

sharing what they’ve learned. Chany 

loves discussions and Rivky likes to 

write essays. As sisters with lots of 

Ahavas Yisroel, they usually take turns. 

How would you like to answer these 

questions?



 What is Moshiach?

 Is he a person or an idea?

 Why must we believe in him?

Believe in 
Moshiach

 רמב"ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י"א הלכה א
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach
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What will Moshiach do?

The word Moshiach means “the anointed one (with oil).” All Jewish kings are anointed,  

as King Shaul and King Dovid were when they were chosen to become king. 

MOSHIACH

What is the Rambam telling us with the  

words ַמלכּות ָּדִוד ְלָיְׁשָנּה ַלֶּמְמָׁשָלה ָהִראׁשֹוָנה— 

as it used to be? 

Hint: There was something 

different about the 
kingdom of Dovid and 

Shlomo Hamelech than 

any other Jewish king in 

history.

NEW AGE SAGE CROWN JEWELS

Who will build the Bais Hamikdash? Some say 

it will come down from Heaven. Others say 

that Moshiach will build it, like the Rambam 

seems to be explaining here. The Rebbe 

explains that they are both right! One of the 

ways to explain it is that the physical Bais 

Hamikdash will be built by Moshiach and 

then a Bais Hamikdash of fire will descend 

upon it from Shomayim, similar 

to the ongoing fire of the 

mizbeiach in the Bais 

Hamikdash.

ַהֶּמֶלְך ַהָּמִׁשיַח ָעִתיד ַלֲעֹמד ּוְלַהְחִזיר 
ַמלכּות ָּדִוד ְלָיְׁשָנּה ַלֶּמְמָׁשָלה ָהִראׁשֹוָנה, 

ּובֹוֶנה ַהִּמְקָּדׁש ּוְמַקֵּבץ ִנְדֵחי ִיְׂשָרֵאל. 

The king Moshiach will rise up and once 

again establish the kingship of Dovid 

as it used to be. He will rebuild the Beis 

Hamikdash and gather all Jews who are far 

away from Eretz Yisroel.

רמב"ם הלכות מלכים ומלחמות פרק י"א הלכה א 

 הלכה א
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Why can’t we bring karbanos now by 

entering the makom hamikdash, even 

without the Bais Hamikdash standing? 

Hint: The answer is not only “because 
we are tamei’’ or “we don’t know the 

right place”. In the third halachah of 
Perek Yud-Bais, the Rambam explains 
why.

NEW AGE SAGE

There are 613 mitzvos in the Torah: 248 mitzvos asei that you must do and 365 mitzvos lo sa’asei, those 

that you are not allowed to do. Torah is emes, and therefore will never change, so we are obligated to do 

all of them. But some mitzvos have certain conditions to perform them. Any mitzvah connected to the 

Bais Hamikdash cannot be observed without it. Moshiach will rebuild the Bais Hamikdash and allow us 

to do all these mitzvos again. Similarly, we are only able to do some mitzvos when all Yidden live in Eretz 

Yisroel, such as Shmitah, the seventh year when farmland in Eretz Yisroel rests, and Yovel, when 

the original owner of a nachalah has his land returned and Jewish slaves are freed. (In Golus, 

Shmitah is observed mi’d’rabbanan.) Moshiach, who will bring all the Yidden back to Eretz 

Yisroel will give us the ability to keep Yoval and Shmitah min hatorah.

THE WHOLE TORAH

When Moshiach comes, four major things will happen:  

(1) The kingship of Dovid will once again reign  

(2) The Bais Hamikdash will be rebuilt and we will be able to bring all the karbanos  

(3) We will return to Eretz Yisroel and we will be able to fulfill the mitzvos of Shemitah and Yovel

ְוחֹוְזִרין ָּכל ַהִּמְׁשָּפִטים ְּבָיָמיו 
ְּכֶׁשָהיּו ִמֹּקֶדם. ַמְקִריִבין ָקְרָּבנֹות, 

ְועֹוִׂשין ְׁשִמִּטין ְויֹוְבלֹות ְּכָכל 
ִמְצָוָתּה ָהֲאמּוָרה ַּבּתֹוָרה. 

In his day, all the laws will return to how they were 

before when the Bais Hamikdash stood and all 

Yidden lived together in Eretz Yisroel, including the 

mitzvos of bringing karbanos, and making Shmitah 

and Yovel, exactly as the Torah commands us. 
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The Rambam compiled thirteen ikrim—basic principles of Yiddishkeit. One of them is that Hashem is able 

to tell human beings His will. This is called nevua (prophecy). It is a mitzvah to listen to a true navi 

who is telling us what Hashem wants of us. If we do not do or believe as he says, then we are 

going against Hashem. Moshe was the greatest navi because Hashem spoke to him in an 

open and direct manner. The other nevi’im received their nevuah in a less direct way.

HOW IMPORTANT IS OUR BELIEF?

PRINCIPLES 6 & 7

 ְוָכל ִמי ֶׁשֵאינֹו ַמֲאִמין ּבֹו, 
אֹו ִמי ֶׁשֵאינֹו ְמַחֶּכה 

ְלִביָאתֹו—ֹלא ִּבְׁשָאר ְנִביִאים 
ִּבְלַבד הּוא ּכֹוֵפר, ֶאָּלא ַּבּתֹוָרה 

ּוְבמֶׁשה ַרֵּבנּו, ֶׁשֲהֵרי ַהּתֹוָרה 
ֵהִעיָדה ָעָליו.

Anyone who does not believe in him (Moshiach), or 

someone that does not await for him to come every 

moment, not only does he deny the truth of the other 

prophets (who came after Moshe and were on a lower 

level then him in nevua and) who speak a lot about 

Moshiach but he denies the truth of the Torah and 

the prophecy of Moshe Rabbeinu, who is the greatest 

Navi of all time because the Torah gives proof about 

Moshiach.

CROWN JEWELS

There’s an opinion in the Gemara 

that Moshiach does not mean a 

physical person, but rather a time in 

the future when all the nevuos and 

promises of the Torah will come 

true. However, according to the 

Rambam, the obligation to believe 

in Moshiach includes the belief that 

Moshiach is a person who will usher 

in the times of Moshiach. There is 

no halachic authority that disagrees 

with the Rambam and paskens like 

that opinion in the Gemara, telling 

us that every Yid must follow the 

psak of the Rambam 

on this matter.

מדרש רבה

זוהר

מוד בבלי
תל
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THE CLOCK THAT COULDN’T WAIT

At 2 a.m., Reb Moshke had had enough. It was the 

third time the guest had started a racket in his 

room, and as illustrious a talmid chacham 

this guest was—a Rebbe no less!— he 

didn’t want to scare away his other 

customers.

“Rebbe,” Reb Moshke whispered after 

his gentle knocking had brought Reb 

Yissocher Ber to the door. “It’s the 

middle of the night! And you keep 

getting up to dance! Could you maybe—”

“Ah,” Reb Yissocher Ber replied, “Am I happy to 

see you! Perhaps you can explain the mystery 

of this happy clock hanging in my room? 

Where is it from?”

“That’s a nice clock, alright! But there’s nothing 

special about it! Please, can we all go to sleep now?”

But Reb Yissocher Ber insisted that the innkeeper 

find out more about the clock. And, boy, was it a 
surprise! Puffed with pride, Reb Moshke approached 

the Rebbe the following day. “I found out that 

this clock used to belong to Reb Yaakov 

Yitzchak Horowitz, the famous Chozeh 

of Lublin!”

“Of course!” Reb Yissachar Ber 

exclaimed. “I should have known it once 

belonged to my Rebbe. You see, when I 

hear an ordinary clock keep time, it says: 

‘Time is passing you by! Your chance to 

fulfill Torah and mitzvos is soon coming to an 

end!’ and that is kind of depressing!

“But the joyful tick-tock of the Chozeh’s clock 

just had me itching to get up and 

dance! Its every chime sang to 

me—another hour of Golus has 

passed! Moshiach is getting 

closer!”

In Parshas Nitzavim, Moshe Rabbeinu tells the Yidden about the future: Do not copy the ways and beliefs 

of ovdei avodah zarah in Eretz Cana’an. Moshe warns the Yidden that if they do, Hashem will 

punish them by sending them into golus, other lands outside Eretz Yisroel where they will suffer, 

rachmana litzlan. However, Moshe also promises that they will do teshuvah and Hashem 

will have rachmanus on them and gather them back to Eretz Yisroel. 

ONE DAY...

3 Proofs

 ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר 
ְוָׁשב ה’ ֱאֹלֶהיָך ֶאת ְׁשבּוְתָך 

ְוִרֲחֶמָך ְוָׁשב ְוִקֶּבְצָך

ָמִים ִאם ִיְהֶיה ִנַּדֲחָך ִּבְקֵצה ַהּׁשָ

ֶוֱהִביֲאָך ה’.

As it says in Parshas Nitzavim 

And Hashem your G-d will return all your captives 

who are in exile and He will have mercy on you; He 

will return and gather you

Even if you are pushed away to the end of the world

Hashem will bring you back to the land that your 

1

2

3
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ALL IN THE TORAH

There are many parts of Navi that give details about the Geulah and how Moshiach will 

come, but the general ideas are included in the pessukim of the Torah and Moshe’s nevua, 

as the Rambam mentions right here. 

 ְוֵאּלּו ַהְּדָבִרים ַהְמֹפָרִׁשים ַּבּתֹוָרה, 
ֵהם ּכֹוְלִלים ָּכל ַהְּדָבִרים ֶׁשֶּנֶאְמרּו 

ַעל ְיֵדי ָּכל ַהְּנִביִאים.

And these concepts regarding Golus, Geulah and 

Moshiach that are explained clearly in the Torah 

include in it all the ideas that were said by the 

Nevi’im in the generations after Moshe. 

How do we know that this nevua, that Hashem will take us back from Golus, did not happen 

already in the time of the second Beis Hamikdash when we returned from Bavel?

Hint: The meforshim explain that the second possuk proves something about kibbutz golios 

that never happened before.

NEW AGE SAGE

Why does the Rambam call Dovid Hamelech “the first Moshiach”? What about Moshe 

Rabbeinu, who took the Yidden out of Mitzrayim? The Rambam is telling us that  

Moshiach’s job is to return things to the way they were before we went into golus. Who, in 

the past, helped Yidden settle Eretz Yisroel and prepared the way for them to build the 

Beis Hamikdash and fulfill all Torah and mitzvos? Dovid Hamelech!

DVAR MALCHUS

 ְּדַבר ַמְלכּות סימן א

(is) because the Yidden and the Beis 

Hamikdash were (also) not complete.
 ִמְּפֵני ֶׁשָהָי'ה ָחֵסר ִּבְׁשֵלמּות ֹּכל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ּוֵבית ַהִּמְקָּדׁש

This is what golus is all about (the destruction of the Beis 

Hamikdash and the exile of Yidden from Eretz Yisroel)
- ֶׁשֶּזהּו ְּכָללּות ִעְנַין ַהָּגלּות -

 (and) these will be made whole through Moshiach. ִנְׁשָלִמים ַעל ְיֵדי ַהָּמִׁשיַח

This is why (the Rambam specifies that) Moshiach will 
return “malchus Dovid to the way it was... and return 

all the laws…”

ְוֶזהּו ַמה ֶׁשָּמִׁשיַח ַמֲחִזיר "ַמְלכּות ָּדִוד 
ְליֹוְׁשָנה כּו' ְוחֹוְזִרין ֹּכל ַהִּמְׁשָּפִטים"

He will return (us to the state) of fulfilling the halachos 
and mitzvos of the Torah in their entirety.

- הּוא ַמֲחִזיר ְׁשֵלמּות ֲהָלכֹות 
ּוִמְצֹות ַהּתֹוָרה.

 everything that’s been (Before the Geulah)ֶׁשָּכל ָהִעְנָיִנים ֶׁשָחְסרּו ְּבִקּיּום ּתֹוָרה ּוִמְצוֹות 

missing in performing Torah and mitzvos
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Is Moshiach an idea or a person?
NON-JEWISH NAVI

Bilam the sorcerer was hired to curse the Yidden by the king of Moav, but was instead 

forced by Hashem to bless them. In addition to his brachos, the Torah tells of his nevuah 

regarding Moshiach and the downfall of the nations who made Yidden suffer in Golus.

ַאף ְּבָפָרַׁשת ִּבְלָעם ֶנֱאַמר ְוָׁשם 
ִנָּבא ִּבְׁשֵני ַהְּמִׁשיִחים, ַּבָּמִׁשיַח 

ָהִראׁשֹון ֶׁשהּוא ָּדִוד ֶׁשהֹוִׁשיַע ֶאת 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל ִמַּיד ָצֵריֶהם, ּוַבָּמִׁשיַח 

ָהַאֲחרֹון ֶׁשעֹוֵמד ִמָּבָניו ֶׁשּמֹוִׁשיַע 
ֶאת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ִמַיד ְּבֵני ֵעָשׂו. 

Also in the story of Bilam, Moshiach is mentioned. 

There the Torah tells us of a prophecy regarding two 

Moshiachs who are people, not just events—about 

the first Moshiach who was Dovid Hamelech who 

saved the Yidden from the hands of their oppressors 

in Eretz Yisroel. And the last Moshiach who will stand 

up from his sons who will save the Yidden from the 

hands of the descendants of Esav in the end of the 

days of Golus. 

FOUR PROPHECIES

Bilam says four statements, each with two parts, telling the future. The first part of each statement is 

about Dovid Hamelech and the second about Melech HaMoshiach. When the Yidden conquered Eretz 

Yisroel, they did not have a king for hundreds of years. During that time, the Pelishtim and other tribes in the 

surrounding areas attacked the Yidden many times. Only because Dovid Hamelech from Shevat Yehudah was 

victorious over their enemies, did the Yidden finally have peace and security in their land, and were 

eventually able to build the Beis Hamikdash.  

The Rambam quotes the pessukim from Bilam and relates each part to Dovid or Moshiach. 

Here they are: 

 .And there in Parshas Balak it states as followsְוָׁשם הּוא אֹוֵמר:

“ֶאְרֶאּנּו ְוֹלא ַעָּתה”— ֶזה ָּדִוד.

“ֲאׁשּוֶרּנּו ְוֹלא ָקרֹוב”— ֶזה 
ֶמֶלְך ַהָּמִׁשיַח.

"ָּדַרְך ּכֹוָכב ִמַּיֲעֹקב"— ֶזה ָּדִוד.

“ְוָקם ֵׁשֶבט ִמִּיְׂשָרֵאל”— ֶזה 
ֶמֶלְך ַהָּמִׁשיַח.

“I see him, but not now,” is about Dovid who would 

come to Moav at a later time.

“I behold him, but it is not near.” This is King Moshiach 

who is to come many years after Dovid.

“A star shall go forth from Yaakov” is Dovid who will 

be raised over the Yidden like a star.

“and a staff shall arise in Yisroel” is King Moshiach for 

he will be a ruler, just like a king carries a scepter.

1

2
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In summary: The Rambam paskens that we are required by halachah to believe in and wait for Moshiach.  

He brings proof that this is a basic principle of the Torah with pessukim that talk directly about the Geulah as a 

future event. He also brings more sources that show that Moshiach is a human being.

(1) Later kings of Yehuda ruled only parts of Eretz Yisrael and certain shvatim. With Moshiach, we will 

return to the state of shleimus ha’am and shleimus ha’aretz—all Yidden and all of Eretz Yisroel united, as 

it was during the reign of Dovid and Shlomo Hamelech.

(2) The Rambam later explains that Moshiach will tell each Yid their yichus, including which shevet they 

belong to. This is the only way we will be able to know who are true Kohanim and Levi’im and capable of 

doing the avodah. Today, even if we would know the exact place of the mizbeiach and we are tohar, we do 

not have a Kohen or Levi meyuchas to perform avodas hakarbanos. 

(4)When Ezra from the Anshei Knesses Hagdola returned to Eretz Yisreol to rebuild the second Beis 

Hamikdash, many Yidden did not join him; they remained in Bavel and other countries. Also, the ten 

shevatim did not return with them. The possuk here is describing how Hashem will bring all Yidden to 

Eretz Yisroel wherever in the world they may be. No Yid will be left behind. Since Hashem first sent the 

Yidden into golus, when ten shvatim were taken away during the time of the first Beis Hamikdash, this 

total gathering of Yidden has not occurred.

ANSWERS TO NEW AGE SAGE 

In the next two statements of Bilam, the Rambam also quotes other pessukim from Navi that show the 

connection between Bilam’s nevuah and Dovid or Moshiach. They are: 

"ּוָמַחץ ַּפֲאֵתי מֹוָאב" — ֶזה ָּדִוד.

 ְוֵכן הּוא אֹוֵמר "ַוַּיְך ֶאת מֹוָאב 
ַוְיַמְּדֵדם ַּבֶחֶבל".

  "ְוַקְרַקר ָּכל ְּבֵני ֵׁשת" — 
ֶזה ַהֶּמֶלְך ַהָּמִׁשיַח,

ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ּבֹו "ּוָמְׁשלֹו ִמָּים ַעד ָים".

"ְוָהָיה ֱאדֹום ְיֵרָׁשה" — ֶזה ָּדִוד,

 ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר "ַוְּתִהי ֱאדֹום ְלָדִוד 
ַלֲעָבִדים ְוגֹו'".

"ְוָהָיה ְיֵרָׁשה ֵׂשִעיר אְֹֽיָביו" — ֶזה 
ַהֶּמֶלְך ַהָּמִׁשיַח,

ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר "ְוָעלּו מֹוִׁשִעים ְּבַהר ִצּיֹון ְוגֹו'".

“He will crush some of Moav’s princes,” is Dovid

As it says in Navi Shmuel “And he (Dovid) beat 

Moav and measured them with a rope.”

“And he will rule all of the  descendants of Sheis,” 

is King Moshiach 

About whom it is said in Zecharia, “He will rule 

from sea to sea”— the entire world— 

commanding everyone to follow Hashem.

“And Edom will be inherited” by Dovid

As it says in Navi Shmuel “And Edom became  

the servants of Dovid.”

“And Seir, their enemy,  will be inherited,”  

by King Moshiach

As it says in Ovadia “Saviors will go up on Har Tzion 

to judge the mountains of Esau (who lives in Seir).

CROWN JEWELS

If believing in Moshiach is so important, 

why is it not a mitzvah in the Torah? 

One of the Rambam’s rules for counting 

mitzvos is to categorize it as a specific 

mitzvah. If it is a general mitzvah that 

is part of the other mitzvos, it is not 

counted as one of the 613. The mitzvah 

of believing in Moshiach is a general 

mitzvah, part of every single mitzvah, 

and is therefore not counted separately. 

As we said at the end of this halachah, 

and will later see in more halachos, the 

idea of Moshiach is to bring the entire 

world to true knowledge of 

Hashem so the Torah is 

practiced perfectly by 

all people. 

BACK TO THE FUTURE

Based on the many nevuos and mefarshim who speak 

about the Geulah, we know about these most basic 

developments: The reign of King Moshiach; the final war 

on Amalek, the building of the third Beis Hamikdash and 

the ingathering of Yidden to Eretz Yisroel. 

Show how some of these accomplishments 

are hinted to in this halachah.

3

4
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Grades 3 and 4

Read the question carefully and choose the best answer. Only one answer is correct.

1.   The Rambam in the first halacha tells 
us that when Moshiach comes, he will:

A.  Gather all the Yidden

B.  Build the Bais Hamikdash

C.   Return malchus bais Dovid to its 

glory

D.  Enable us to do all the mitzvos

E.  All of the above

2.  Someone that doesn’t believe in 

Moshiach is:

A.  A Rasha

B.  Denies the neviim and Torah

C.  Not doing anything wrong

D.  Needs to be punished with malkos

3.  Where in Torah is Moshiach 

mentioned?

A.  The story of Noach

B.  The story of Bilam

C.  When the Mishkan was being built

D.  None of the above

4.  Who is the Rambam referring to when 

he says “the first Moshiach?”

A.  Adam Harishon

B.  Moshe Rabbeinu

C.  Dovid Hamelech

D.  Rabbi Akiva

5.  Which two things will Moshiach do 

that will allow us to do all the mitzvos?

A.   Blow the shofar and gather all the 

Yidden

B.   Bring peace to the world and cause 

techiyas hameisim

C.   Teach everybody Torah and build the 

mizbeach

D.   Build the Bais Hamikdash and 

gather all the Yidden

Believe in Moshiach

 רמב"ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י"א הלכה א
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach

Lesson 1 Quiz

Write one thing you learned today: ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________ Grade: ________



Moshiach’s 
Really 
Coming

  Which mitzvah was never performed  
in all of history?

  Does performing miracles prove  
Moshiach’s identity?

  Will Moshiach make changes to  
Torah and Mitzvos?

 רמב"ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י"א הלכה ב-ג
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach
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ַאף ְּבָעֵרי ִמְקָלט הּוא אֹוֵמר:

 "ִאם ַיְרִחיב ה' ֱאֹלֶהיָך 
ֶאת ְּגֻבְלָך"

 "ְוָיַסְפָּת ְלָך עֹוד 
ָׁשֹלׁש ָעִרים ְוגֹו'"

Also, another proof that Moshiach has to come, with 

regard to the Orei Miklat, it (the Torah) says in Parshas 

Shoftim:

When Hashem your G-d will expand your borders of 

Eretz Yisroel.

The possuk continues: Then you must add three more 

cities of Orei Miklat in the newly conquered area.

רמב"ם הלכות מלכים ומלחמות פרק י"א  הלכה ב

When a person does an aveirah, chas v’shalom, the severity of his punishment depends whether it 

was b’meizid (on purpose) or b’shogeg (by accident). But the Torah teaches us that a person is always 

responsible for their actions and even a shogeg needs teshuvah. 

If someone kills another accidentally, the family of the murdered person may try to hurt the murderer as 

revenge. So the Torah chooses certain cities as safe places to run away. The cities are called Orei Miklat, 

which means “cities of refuge.” As long as he remains in the Ir Miklat, nobody can cause the murderer 

harm.

The Torah commands us to make nine Orei Miklat. Moshe Rabbeinu established the first three outside 

of Eretz Yisroel on the east side of the Yarden River. The next three were established inside Eretz Yisroel 

after the Yidden conquered it with Yehoshua. However, only seven out of the ten Cana’ani 

tribes were conquered at that time. The land of the remaining three tribes will become part 

of Eretz Yisroel in the future redemption. The final three Orei Miklat will be set up there by 

Moshiach at that time.

THREE PLUS THREE PLUS THREE

WHICH MITZVAH WON’T BE DONE 
UNTIL MOSHIACH COMES?

 הלכה ב
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This mitzvah was never yet fulfilled. And Hakadosh Baruch 

Hu would not give a mitzvah for no purpose. Now, the 

Rambam explained before how a person who does not believe 

in Moshiach or await his coming is a kofer (denier of Torah). But 

he also said in the last halachah that he denies the nevi’im too. 

So: with regard to the words of the nevi’im after Moshe there 

is no need to bring more proof, for all their seforim are filled 

with mention of this matter that Moshiach will come. Indeed, 

the later nevi’im speak about Moshiach and the times of 

Moshiach in a more open and direct way than the Torah. 

ּוֵמעֹוָלם ֹלא ָהָיה 
ָּדָבר ֶזה, ְוֹלא ִצָּוה 

ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא 
ְלֹתהּו. 

ֲאָבל ְּבִדְבֵרי 
ַהְּנִביִאים ֵאין ַהָּדָבר 

ָצִריְך ְרָאָיה ֶׁשָּכל 
ַהְּסָפִרים ְמֵלִאים 

ְּבָדָבר ֶזה:

Why does the Rambam need to bring another 

proof from the Torah that 

Moshiach will definitely 

come in the future?

Hint: This proof is part of a 

mitzvah.

NEW AGE SAGE@ LAST

The Rambam brings even more proof from 

the Torah that Moshiach is indeed coming, 

connected with the mitzvah of the nine Orei 

Miklat, of which three cities have never yet been 

built. Besides Torah, there are plenty of proofs 

throughout the Nevi’im of Moshiach coming.
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One of the basic concepts of Moshiach is that he will bring about shleimus hatorah. In golus, we can only 

do some of the mitzvos (369 out of 613), and all the rest can only be performed when the Beis Hamikdash 

is standing and all Yidden settle in Eretz Yisroel. One of the Rambam’s proofs that Moshiach must come 

is that there is actually a mitzvah that was never entirely fulfilled. In the past, we had six Orei Miklat, but, 

really, the Torah tells us to have three more! When Moshiach comes, we will resettle Eretz Yisroel, including 

the lands that were never in Jewish possession before, and there we will set aside Orei Miklat Numbers 

Seven, Eight and Nine. 

The Rebbe asks, why of all the mitzvos of the Torah, is it specifically Ir Miklat that is waiting for Moshiach to 

come to make it complete?

There is a place, the Torah tells us, where nothing bad can ever happen to you. Even someone who did the 

most terrible of aveiros to a fellow human being—murder!—is safe in the Ir Miklat! This is a lesson in every 

person’s life: Every aveirah can be considered a mini-death, for it causes the person to be further 

from Hashem, the source of all life. This distance is corrected with the words of Torah, which 

serve as an atonement and a protection. In this way, Torah is the Ir Miklat 

for any person, even today.

And just like there is a physical space in this world that is “safe”, there 

is also a time when no evil exists. No one is hungry anymore, there is no 

fighting or jealousy or competition. Does this sound familiar? Yes, this 

is the time when all the not-good parts of golus will be gone, and, 

free of our yetzer hara, we will live peacefully in our own land with 

Moshiach Tzidkeinu, ִּבְמֵהָרה ְּבָיֵמינּו ַמָּמׁש.

DVAR MALCHUS

 ְּדַבר ַמְלכּות סימן ב

...That when a person is in the City of Refuge, 

no evil can touch him

 ...ֶׁשְּבִהּיֹות ָהָאָדם ְּבִעיר ִמְקָלט, 
ֹלא יּוַכל ִלְנֹּגַע ּבֹו ְלָרָעה.

And just as there is an idea of a “safe place”, 

so too with time.

 ּוְכֵׁשם ֶׁשֶּיְׁשנֹו ִעְנָין ַה”ִמְקָלט” ַּבָּמקֹום,
,ֵּכן הּוא ִּבְזַמן

This is “that time” (meaning, the future with 

Moshiach) when “there will be no hunger or war, no 

jealousy or competition” (like it says in Navi)

 ְוהּוא "אֹותֹו ַהְּזַמן", ֶׁש"ֹלא ִיְהֶי'ה 
ָׁשם ֹלא ָרָעב ְוֹלא ִמְלָחָמה ְוֹלא 

ִקְנָאה ְוַתֲחרּות",

We will be sheltered from all the negativity 

of the time of galus,

 ֶׁשִּתְהֶי'ה "ְקִליָטה" ִמֹּכל ָהִעְנָיִנים 
ַהִּבְלִּתי ְרצּוִיים ֶׁשל ְזַמן ַהָּגלּות,

And Yidden will settle comfortably on their land. ְוִיְׂשָרֵאל יֹוְׁשִבים ֶּבַטח ַעל ַאְדָמָתם.

:The idea of Orei Miklat, is simply this ִעְנָיָנם ֶׁשל ָעֵרי ִמְקָלט ְּבַפְׁשטּות הּוא -
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Does Moshiach have to 
perform miracles?

SON OF A STAR

It had been more than fifty years since the Churban 

of the second Beis Hamikdash. The Romans were in 

control of Eretz Yisroel and closed down yeshivos 

and shuls. They had destroyed the Beis Hamikdash, 

plowed over Har Habayis and let wild foxes roam the 

ruins. They even changed the name of the holy city 

of Yerushalayim and rebuilt it as a Roman city. Most 

Yidden who survived the fight had been taken in 

chains into golus.

Then one man stood up, gathered 

a small army and revolted against 

the Roman conquerors. He was a 

descendant of Dovid Hamelech, 

and his name was Shimon. 

He made the Yidden 

feel hopeful at a time 

when they were completely 

downtrodden. He chases away 

the Romans, allowing 

the Yidden to 

once again keep 

mitzvos the 

Romans had 

forbidden, such as 

bris milah. 

At first, he was very 

successful. Rabbi Akiva, one of the 

greatest Tana’im, along with many 

other sages of that time, thought 

that he was Moshiach. He became 

known as Bar Kochva, which 

means “son of a star,” based on 

a possuk in the Torah that likens 

Moshiach ben Dovid to a star. There 

were other leaders who disagreed, and would not 

support the rebel leader. But so strongly did Rabbi 

Akiva feel that Bar Kochva was Moshiach, that 

he paid him the utmost respect by becoming Bar 

Kochva’s arms’ bearer (the assistant who carries his 

weapons into battle). 

However, things soon began to go very wrong. 

Before going out to battle, Bar Kochva would call out: 

“Hashem, do not help us (because we 

don’t need it, just), do not destroy us 

(we shouldn’t fall to the enemy).” This 

showed that he thought he was able 

to conquer the Romans by relying 

on his own strategies and strength. 

Soon, another terrible thing came to 

pass: Bar Kochva suspected that his 

uncle, Rabbi Elazar HaModa’i, a great 

tzaddik, was not supporting him, and 

he got angry at him. He kicked Rabbi 

Elazar so hard, he killed him. 

Bar Kochva did take over Yerushalayim 

for two and a half years, and even minted 

coins to celebrate his rule. But then 

he was chased from Yerushalayim and 

surrounded by Roman forces at the fortified 

city of Beitar. On Tisha B’av, Beitar fell, and 

he and many Yidden were killed. When this 

took place, the Yidden realized 

that Bar Kochva cannot be 

Moshiach and instead 

began to call him Bar 

Koziva, which means 

“the son of a lie.”
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ְוַאל ַיֲעֶלה ַעל ַּדְעְּתָך ֶׁשַהֶּמֶלְך 
ַהָּמִׁשיַח ָצִריְך ַלֲעׂשֹות אֹותֹות 

ּומֹוְפִתים, ּוְמַחֵּדׁש ְּדָבִרים ָּבעֹוָלם, 
אֹו ְמַחֶּיה ֵמִתים, ְוַכּיֹוֵצא ִּבְדָבִרים 

 ֵאּלּו ֶׁשַהִטְּפִׁשים אֹוְמִרים. 
ֵאין ַהָּדָבר ָּכְך.

And it should not come to your mind that the 

king, Moshiach will need to perform miracles and 

do wonders in order for him to prove himself to be 

Moshiach and introduce new things into the world 

or bring the dead back to life (techiyas hameisim) 

or similar things like these that are supernatural 

or new in the world, like the fools who don’t 

understand what Moshiach is all about say. This is 

surely not so.

רמב"ם הלכות מלכים ומלחמות פרק י"א  הלכה ג

In this perek, the Rambam provides clear guidelines to help us determine who Moshiach is (we will see 

all the details in the next halachah). There is a very basic difference of opinions is: Will Moshiach make 

miracles to show who he is?

The Rambam clearly rules that Moshiach does not have to perform miracles. The proof for this is from 

Rabbi Akiva: He believed that Moshiach would not have to perform miracles, at least not right away. He 

and the other sages pronounced Bar Kochva as Moshiach when he was successful in war against 

the Romans who had destroyed the Bais Hamikdash and helped Yidden do mitzvos better. And 

the main of Moshiach job is to bring back all the mitzvos.

RABBI AKIVA’S CHOICE

ֶׁשֲהֵרי ַרִּבי ֲעִקיָבא ָחָכם ָּגדֹול 
ֵמַחְכֵמי ִמְׁשָנה ָהָיה, ְוהּוא ָהָיה 

נֹוֵׂשא ֵּכָליו ֶׁשל ֶּבן ּכֹוִזיָבא ַהֶּמֶלְך. 
ְוהּוא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר ָעָליו ֶׁשהּוא 

ַהֶּמֶלְך ַהָּמִׁשיַח. ְוִדָּמה הּוא 
ְוָכל ַחְכֵמי ּדֹורֹו ֶׁשהּוא ַהֶּמֶלְך 

ַהָּמִׁשיַח, ַעד ֶׁשֶּנֱהַרג ַּבֲעֹונֹות. ֵּכיָון 
ֶׁשֶּנֱהַרג, נֹוַדע ָלֶהם ֶׁשֵאינֹו. ְוֹלא 

ָׁשֲאלּו ִמֶּמּנּו ֲחָכִמים ֹלא אֹות 
ְוֹלא מֹוֵפת.

We can easily prove this, for Rabbi Akiva was 

one of the greatest sages of the Mishna, and he 

(Rabbi Akiva) was an arms-bearer of Ben Kuziva 

the king. And he would say that he (Ben Kuziva) 

is the King Moshiach. And he and all the Sages 

of his generation considered him, Ben Kuziva to 

be the King Moshiach until he was killed because 

of sins—which meant that the Yidden were not 

deserving for Moshiach to come. Once he was 

killed, they realized that he was not Moshiach. 

And the Sages did not ask of him at any point for 

a sign or miracle as proof that he was indeed the 

Moshiach.

 הלכה ג
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How could Rabbi Akiva, 

who was a Talmid 

Chochom forgo his honor 

and serve Bar Kochva?

Hint: There are times that 

a Torah leader is allowed—

and must—do things that 

seem not fit for his kavod.

NEW AGE SAGE CROWN JEWELS

 Moshiach will have “a spirit .ְוָנָחה ָעָליו רּוַח ה’... ַוֲהִריחֹו ְּבִיְרַאת ה’

of Hashem resting upon him” and he will “smell with yiras 

Hashem”, according to the navi Yeshayahu. This means 

that he will be able to be morach vada’in—“sniffing and 

verifying” whether a person is lying or telling the truth.

At the beginning of the wars of Bar Kochva, all the Sages 

supported him (as the Rambam says here) but later some of them 

stopped. One of the reasons was because they tested Bar Kochva to 

see if he was morach vada’in and he couldn’t do it. 

Why did Rabbi Akiva still believe him to be Moshiach after he failed 

the test? 

The Rebbe explains that Rabbi Akiva and the other sages who 

continued to believe in Bar Kochva thought that the ability to smell 

out the truth would come later. They believed that there would be 

steps and stages to the times of Moshiach. In the first stage, when 

Moshiach fights the wars and builds the Beis Hamikdash, the world 

will continue running according to teva (nature) and only later will 

there be miracles (like techiyas hameisim), and at that point, they 

assumed, Bar Kochva would gain the ability of morach vada’in. 

The Rambam follows the approach of Rabbi Akiva regarding 

nissim, that Moshiach will not need to prove he is 

Moshiach by changing nature and making miracles, 

as we can see from these halachos.
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(1) Since, things written in the Torah could also just happen b’ruchniyus, the 

Rambam strengthens the proof for Moshiach by showing that it is connected 

to the fulfillment of a mitzvah. Hashem would never command us to do a 

mitzvah that we would never be able to perform. By connecting the belief in 

Moshiach with a mitzvah that must be done but has not yet happened in all 

of history, we can be doubly assured that Moshiach will come.

(2) Rabbi Akiva carried Bar Kochva’s weapons, even though he was 

such a great Talmid Chochom, because the war was a time of pikuach 

nefesh. Rabbi Akiva was allowed—even obligated—to help win the war 

and save Jewish lives. (We also wee that Dovid carried weapons for 

Shaul Hamelech, and continued to do so even after Dovid knew that he 

would become a king.)

ANSWERS TO NEW AGE SAGE 

Will Moshiach make changes 
to Torah and Mitzvos?

 ְוִעַּקר ַהְּדָבִרים ָּכָכה ֵהן: 
ֶׁשַהּתֹוָרה ַהֹּזאת ֻחֶּקיָה ּוִמְׁשָּפֶטיָה 

ְלעֹוָלם ּוְלעֹוְלֵמי עֹוָלִמים. ְוֵאין 
מֹוִסיִפין ֲעֵליֶהן ְוֹלא ּגֹוְרִעין ֵמֶהן. 
ְוָכל ַהּמֹוִסיף אֹו ּגֹוֵרַע, אֹו ֶׁשִּגיָּלה 

ָּפִנים ַּבּתֹוָרה ְוהֹוִציא ַהְּדָבִרים ֶׁשל 
ִּמְצוֹות ִמְפּׁשּוָטן, ַהֵרי ֶזה ַוַּדאי 

ַּבָדִּאי ָרָשע ַוַאִּפיקֹורֹוס:

But rather the main idea of this matter of Moshiach 

is this: that this Torah, its decrees and its laws, are 

forever and ever. This means that we may not add 

to them or take away from them. Anyone who 

adds or takes away from the Torah or its mitzvos 

or reveals a new misinterpretation of the Torah, 

removing the practical acts of the mitzvos, such 

as Yoshke, who is surely wicked and a heretic 

(someone who does not believe in Hashem). The 

opposite is actually true—Moshiach will help us do 

Torah and mitzvos better than ever before! 

@ LAST

Moshiach need not perform 

miracles to prove that he is our 

redeemer, as we see from Rabbi 

Akiva, who believed Bar Kochva 

was Moshiach without performing 

miracles (though in the end, Bar 

Kochva sinned and was killed.) 

The proof for Moshiach is clearly 

in the Torah and believing that 

he will come is a basic part of 

our belief. His coming will not 

change our practice of Torah and 

mitzvos, but rather strengthen 

it. So anyone who does try to 

implement changes or weaken 

our observance, is definitely not 

the true Redeemer.

The Rambam’s halachos about 

how to figure out who can be 

Moshiach, including many of the 

details that we will learn in the 

next halachah, have helped Yidden 

tremendously. Many times in 

Jewish history, there were people 

who proclaimed themselves to 

be Moshiach, but they were not 

accepted by the leaders of their 

generation for various reasons: 

either they were not descended 

from Dovid, or they did not keep 

the Torah, or they brought about 

trouble (lo aleinu) for the Yidden. 

Some may even have made 

miracles happen! But, as we see, 

that is not the most important 

thing. 

When Moshiach will come, 

miracles and techiyas hameisim 

will occur at some point, but 

Moshiach himself does not need 

to make miracles happen in order 

for us to believe that he is the 

Moshiach.
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Grades 3 and 4

Read the question carefully and choose the best answer. Only one answer is correct.

1.     When will the last three Orei Miklat 

be established?

A.   When Moshiach comes

B.     Two hundred years before the  

coming of Moshiach

C.     Yehoshua established them when 

he helped the Yidden conquer E”Y

D.     With the first Moshiach— 

Dovid Hemelech

2.   What’s the purpose of an Ir Miklat?

A.   Help the Yidden learn Torah in 

peace

B.  Create a “safe space” for someone 

who stole something

C.  Create a “safe space” for someone 

that killed by accident

D.  A place for geirim to live without 

being harassed by others

3.    Does Moshich have to perform 
miracles to prove his identity?

A. No

B. Yes 

C. Only if he is asked

D.  One miracle is a must, more than 

that is optional

4.    What do we prove from the story of 
Rabbi Akiva and Ben Kosiva?”

A.   That Moshiach has to perform 

miracles

B.  That Moshiach doesn’t have to 

perform miracles

C.  That Moshich comes from  

Dovid Hamelech

D.  Moshiach is a person

5.    What will happen to the mitzvos 

when Moshiach comes?

A.    They’ll be nullified

B. Moshiach will make them complete

C. We’ll only have 200 mitzvos

D. They’ll be spiritual 

One thing you learned today: _____________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________ Grade: ________

Moshiach’s Really Coming

 רמב"ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י"א הלכה ב
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach

Lesson 2 Quiz



who is 
Moshiach?

  How do we recognize Moshiach?

  What will Moshiach accomplish?

  What if Yidden don’t deserve the geulah?

 רמב"ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י"א הלכה ד
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach
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A regular king fights wars and conquers the enemies’ land and treasures to be powerful. Moshiach will be 

a very different type of king. Moshiach's main job is to help us keep Torah and mitzvos perfectly. He will 

fight Hashem’s war only to strengthen Yiddishkeit. Even the physical war he fights to conquer 

Eretz Yisroel is in order to fulfill Hashem’s plan of bringing the Beis Hamikdash back to 

Yerushalayim, and to make sure all Yidden are free from foreign rulers who oppress them, 

so that they can study Torah and do mitzvos in peace. 

SPIRITUAL WARRIOR

HOW DO WE IDENTIFY MOSHIACH?

רמב"ם הלכות מלכים ומלחמות פרק י"א  הלכה ד

ְוִאם ַיֲעֹמד 
ֶמֶלְך ִמֵּבית ָּדִוד 

 הֹוֶגה ַּבּתֹוָרה, 
ְועֹוֵסק ְּבִמְצֹות, 

ְּכָדִוד ָאִביו, 
ְּכִפי ּתֹוָרה 

ֶׁשִּבְכָתב 
ְוֶׁשְּבַעל ֶּפה.

And when a person who is in the position of a king, will rise up from the 

House (family) of Dovid Hamelech and fulfills all the requirements listed in 

this halachah, he is Moshiach. What does he do? He delves deeply and toils 

in Torah and makes himself busy with mitzvos all the time, as did Dovid 

his ancestor. He will not introduce any changes to our traditions, which 

means he will follow both Torah Shebichsav (mitzvos from the Torah) and 

Torah SheBal Peh (the details of the mitzvos Moshe heard from Hashem 

but were not written in the Chumash and only later  recorded in Mishnah 

and Gemara, plus all the mitzvos of the Chachamim). Even as a king, Dovid 

Hamelech’s main occupation and concern in both his private and public life 

was studying Torah and ensuring its mitzvos were being kept properly. 

STAGE 1—ֶחְזַקת ָמִׁשיַח  

In the earlier halachos, we learned about the Torah sources for the geulah and Moshiach that show that:

A DETAILED LIST

    Moshiach’s coming is a basic belief, 

directly from the Torah

     Moshiach is a human being, a king from 

Beis Dovid

     Moshiach can come naturally,  

no miracles needed

     He will bring back all the mitzvos by 

building the Beis Hamikdash and 

bringing all the Yidden back to  

Eretz Yisroel.  

In the following halachah, the Rambam will give us details 

exactly how Moshiach will accomplish all this. What are 

the signs that a person is in fact Moshiach? How will he 

“rise up” and eventually get to the point that he brings the 

entire world to serve Hashem? To explain this process, the 

Rambam establishes that there are two stages to Moshiach’s 

accomplishments. The first stage is still considered the 

time of golus and the second includes what Moshiach will 

accomplish at the time when the geulah will actually 

take place. 

 הלכה ד
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And in addition to being perfect in Torah and mitzvos himself, he is 

concerned with others and will influence them to keep to Torah and 

mitzvos fully, in a way of gentleness, but firmly. And will then reach (by 

himself or through other people and media spreading his teachings) all of 

Am Yisroel to walk in it, in the way of the Torah and mitzvos. Not only will 

Moshiach encourage Yidden who already keep Torah, but he will repair 

the cracks in the observance and make baalei teshuvah—thus reaching 

each and every Yid. And, because he is concerned with the safety of 

Yidden and their ability to live in all of Eretz Yisroel, learn Torah, and fulfill 

all the mitzvos in peace, he will begin to fight the wars for the sake of 

Hashem. The king of beis Dovid who occupies himself with all this is 

considered to be Moshiach. As bechezkas Moshiach, he does not need to 

make every Yid keep mitzvos completely or win all the wars of Hashem. 

 ְוָיכֹוף ָּכל 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֵליֵלְך 

ָּבּה ּוְלַחֵּזק 
ִּבְדָקּה. ְוִיָּלֵחם 
 ִמְלֲחמֹות ה' -

ֲהֵרי ֶזה 
ְּבֶחְזַקת 

ֶׁשהּוא ָמִׁשיַח. 

How do we know that 

Moshiach will teach all 

Yidden, regardless of  

whether they are 

shomrei mitzvos or not?

Hint: The Rambam uses 
two different phrases to 
talk about Moshiach’s 
influence on Yidden.

NEW AGE SAGE CROWN JEWELS

The Rambam makes it clear that it is completely possible to identify 

Moshiach while Yidden are still in golus. It is explained in many 

seforim that every generation has one person who is fitting to be 

Moshiach. If the Yidden are deserving, then he will do all the activities 

of chezkas Moshiach, and then Moshiach vadai. We see this idea in 

the Gemara in Sanhedrim: “Who is Moshiach (and how do we know)? 

Shela... Yanai..." Every Rebbe explained how his name (his own name!) 

is connected to Moshiach in the Torah.

    The students of Rabi Shela said, “His name is Shelo” They prove 

this from the brachos of Yaakov in Parshas Vayechi when Moshiach 

is referred to as follows: “Until Shelo comes.”

    The possuk from Tehillim where it says, “His name is Yinon 

(continuing forever) like the sun,” was proof that Rabi Yanai is 

Moshiach.

    Rabi Chanina’s talmidim found a reference in the Navi Yirmiyah for 

his name.

    Many thought that Menachem ben Chizkiyah was Moshiach: 

“Menachem (the comforter) will calm my soul,” it says in Megillas 

Eichah.

    The Chachamim chose Rabbi Yehudah HaNassi. When he became 

ill, they proved from Navi Yeshayah that Moshiach is a metzora.

    Rav Nachman says, “If he is living, he (Moshiach) is like me!” 

    Rav says, “If Moshiach is not from the living, he is 

like Daniel, who was beloved by everyone.”

HELLO
MY NAME IS
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The Rambam will now describe how we can be certain that the person who is doing many 

of the things Moshiach is supposed to do is actually Moshiach. When Moshiach will 

accomplish these things, we will know that the geulah is here.

SUCCESS!

WHAT WILL MOSHIACH ACCOMPLISH? 

 ִאם ָעָׂשה ְוִהְצִליַח, 
ְוִנַּצח ָּכל ָהֻאּמֹות ֶׁשְּסִביָביו, 

ּוָבָנה ִמְקָּדׁש ִּבְמקֹומֹו 
 ְוִקֵּבץ ִנְדֵחי ִיְׂשָרֵאל - 

ֲהֵרי ֶזה ָמִׁשיַח ְּבַוַּדאי. 

If he, this person we consider Moshiach does bring all Yidden 

back to Yiddishkeit and is successful and then he wins over 

all the nations surrounding Eretz Yisroel and only then he 

builds the Mikdash in its proper place, and then after that he 

gathers the dispersed of Am Yisroel from around the world 

were they where sent into golus, he is definitely Moshiach.

CROWN JEWELS

Wait a minute! Will we fly to 

Eretz Yisroel on clouds? Will the 

Beis Hamikdash come down from 

Shomayim? Where are the miracles 

of the final geulah that will be even 

greater than yetzias Mitzrayim? 

Many nevuos and midrashim talk 

about how Moshiach will come. You 

probably know a lot of them. But think 

about it! Some of them contradict each 

other—and it doesn’t seem possible 

that they will happen at the same time!

The Gemara in Sanhedrin records 

such a discussion. “How will Moshiach 

reveal himself?” Rabbi Yehoshua ben 

Levi wonders. “On one hand, a possuk 

in Navi Daniel says: ‘He will come 

(speedily, like) on a Heavenly cloud.’ 

On the other hand, the Navi Zechariah 

says, ‘He will be poor and ride a donkey.” 

He answers: ָעִני ָזכּו  ְשַׁמָיּא, ֹלא  ֲעָנֵני   ָזכּו ִעם 
ֲחמֹור ַעל   If the Yidden merit his .ְוֹרֵכב 

coming (by doing teshuvah) then he 

will come with great miracles and 

very quickly, like on a cloud from 

Heaven. But if Yidden don’t deserve it, 

the process will be natural, and he will 

ride in on a plain, old donkey.

The Rebbe has told us that Yidden 

have already done teshuvah after this 

long and painful golus. We definitely 

deserve the geulah with all the great 

miracles and revelations! We will fly 

to Eretz Yisroel on clouds, the Beis 

Hamikdash will come down from 

Shomayim, and many more miracles!

But the Rambam’s Mishneh Torah is a 

work of halachah. He talks about the 

process of Moshiach in the most natural 

way possible. If, chas veshalom, it 

would have happened that Yidden were 

not deserving, Moshiach would still 

come! This is what has to happen at the 

time of geulah, not what may happen if 

we are zocheh. So he says: “Moshiach 

doesn’t have to perform miracles,’’ and 

“Moshiach will fight wars with other 

nations and build the Beis Hamikdash 

(himself)”, all in a 

natural way. 

@ LAST

The four signs that identify 

someone as Moshiach (who 

is bechezkas Moshiach) are: 

(1) he’s a king from Dovid’s 

family (2) he’s busy with 

Torah learning and does 

Mitzvos perfectly (3) he helps 

frum people do mitzvos 

better and makes more 

Yidden frum (4) fights those 

who are against Yiddishkeit 

and are enemies of Eretz 

Yisroel.

When he is successful, 

Boruch Hashem (as 

Moshiach b’vadai) (1) he 

makes all Yidden frum and 

(2) he wins Eretz Yisroel back 

from its occupiers, then (3) he 

builds the Beis Hamikdash 

and finally (4) he brings all 

Yidden back to Eretz Yisroel. 

Now, having fulfilled all these 

goals, there is shleimus in 

Torah and mitzvos and the 

geulah is here!

STAGE 2—ָמִׁשיַחְ ַוַּדאַי  
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Throughout Navi and Torah sheba’al peh there are many wonderful descriptions of how great Moshiach will 

be. The Rambam himself, in other parts of Mishneh Torah has a lot more to say about Moshiach, including: 

He will be smarter than Shlomo Hamelech and as a navi almost as great as Moshe Rabbeinu! Why doesn’t 

he mention them in this halachah?

The answer is that the Rambam is not trying to tell us everything there is to know about Moshiach. This is 

not a storybook about the geulah, to get us excited about what will happen when he comes. This is a sefer 

halachah, a rule-book on how to behave. The bottom line about Moshiach is that he will bring back 

the shleimus of Torah and mitzvos. The only information the Rambam brings in our 

perek is what makes this person qualified to be Moshiach according to halachah. This 

is what we have to believe. All other descriptions are “extra” and not necessary for us 

to know about for Moshiach to actually do his job.

DVAR MALCHUS

 ְּדַבר ַמְלכּות סימן א

Not only about the fact that Moshiach is coming  ֹלא ַרק ֶאת ָהִעְנָין ְּדִביַאת ַהָּמִׁשיח

And our obligation to believe in him, ַהִחּיּוב ְלַהֲאִמין ּבֹו

But also what he is meant for, what describes him 

and what he will accomplish (in the area of shleimus 

hatorah) and the process of how he will be revealed

ֶאָּלא ַּגם ַמהּו ִעְנָינֹו ִּגְּדרֹו ּוְפֻעָּלתֹו 
ְוֹאֶפן ִהְתַּגּלּותֹו

Then automatically (by explaining these facts) it 

shows what exactly we must believe in.

ּוְבֵמיָלא - ַּבֶּמה ִמְתַּבֵּטא ַהִחּיּוב ְלַהֲאִמין ּבֹו

 The Rambam explains in Perek Yud-Alef ofָהַרְמַּב"ם ְמָפֵרׁש ְּבֶפֶרק יא ְּדִהְלכֹות ְמָלִכים

Hilchos Melachim, 

At Matan Torah, Yidden received 613 mitzvos. Seven of these mitzvos must be kept by the nations of 

the world. They are 1. not to serve avodah zarah 2. not to curse Hashem. 3. not to murder 4. not to have 

certain marriages, like with a mother or sister 5. not to steal 6. to have law and order 7. not to eat a limb 

of a living creature. Thse mitzvos are called the sheva mitzvos bnei Noach, since they were given in their 

entirety to Noach’s descendents. (Six of these mitzvos were given to Adam Harishon by Hashem, and 

the seventh mitzvah was added when people began to eat the flesh of animals after the mabul.) The 

nations of the world must obey these laws because Hashem commanded them to do so through Moshe 

Rabbeinu at Har Sinai and not just because they make sense.

Yidden are commanded to publicize these universal mitzvos and encourage non-Jews to keep them. But 

throughout golus, when Yidden were under the oppression of foreign governments, this was not 

possible. Once Moshiach establishes his kingship, and we have true religious freedom, he, and 

all Yidden, will have an obligation of teaching the nations about these mitzvos. (In fact, the 

Rebbe says, we should start doing this right now!)  

MITZVOS FOR THE WHOLE WORLD
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ִויַתֵּקן ֶאת ָהעֹוָלם ֻּכּלֹו ַלֲעֹבד 
ֶאת ה' ְּבַיַחד, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

ִּכי ָאז ֶאְהֹּפְך ֶאל ַעִּמים 
ָׂשָפה ְברּוָרה

ִלְקֹרא ֻכָּלם ְּבֵׁשם ה' 

ּוְלָעְבדֹו ְׁשֶכם ֶאָחד.

And then he will then correct the entire world and 

everyone in it, including the gentile nations to serve 

Hashem together united in serving Him and no other 

G-d, as it says in Navi Tzefaniah:

For then when Moshiach will come I will transform 

the nations of the world to speak a purer language 

(lashon hakodesh)

that they all will call upon the name of Hashem

and serve Him alone with one purpose.

The Rambam writes only one major thing 

that Moshiach will accomplish that has 

never happened before in history. What is it?

Hint: In the times of Shlomo Hamelech, there 
was: “Each person under their vineyard and 
date tree (studying Torah).”

NEW AGE SAGE

WHAT IF YIDDEN DON’T 
DESERVE THE GEULAH?

There were many tzaddikim and Rebbes throughout the generations who were great leaders of Torah. 

They worked hard to strengthen Yiddishkeit. Some of them were descendents of Dovid worthy of being 

Moshiach. Earlier in history, when all Yidden were exiled in one place (Bavel), such a leader actually had an 

official post called Reish Galusa. However, since the 

Yidden were not worthy, it was not the right time for 

any of these tzaddikim to bring the Geulah.

What is one of them started the activities of chezkas 

Moshiach? Does that mean the geulah came? Not 

necessarily. The Rambam explains that Hashem might 

give someone from the ability to do these 

things, but he would then fail because it's 

not yet the right time for Moshiach to 

NOT YET…

ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָׂרֵאל
ָּבֶבל



35

ְוִאם ֹלא ִהְצִליַח ַעד ֹּכה, 
אֹו ֶנֱהָרג, ְּבָידּוַע ֶׁשֵאינֹו 

ֶזה ֶׁשִהְבִטיָחה ָעָליו 
ּתֹוָרה, ַוֲהֵרי הּוא ְּכָכל 

ֵלִמים  ַמְלֵכי ֵּבית ָּדִוד ַהּׁשְ
 ַהְּכֵׁשִרים ֶׁשֵּמתּו.

ְוֹלא ֶהֱעִמידֹו ַהָּקדֹוׁש 
ָּברּוְך הּוא ֶאָּלא ְלַנּסֹות 

ּבֹו ַרִּבים, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

ּוִמן ַהַּמְׂשִּכיִלים ִיָּכְׁשלּו 

ִלְצרֹוף ָּבֶהן ּוְלָבֵרר ְוַלְלֵּבן

ַעד ֵעת ֵקץ

ִּכי עֹוד ַלּמֹוֵעד

And if he did not succeed to this degree of being an 

influence over all Yidden and fighting for Hashem or if he 

was murdered before building the Beis Hamikdash and bring 

Yidden back to shelimus hatorah, it will be known that this 

is not the one Moshiach about whom the Torah promised 

who will come and end our golus. Instead, this person, he 

is considered like all the other proper and perfect kings of 

the family of Dovid who passed away before the complete 

geulah. And Hashem only put him in this position as a 

potential Moshiach who rises up before the scheduled time 

for the geulah, as a test of Emunah to the many. As it says in 

the Navi Daniel:

And some of the wise men of the Yidden, who will try to bring 

the geulah will stumble, and will not succeed

Hashem will allow them to make this mistake to pick them 

out, separating the Yidden who will still believe from those 

who don't, to select and clarify those who did't give up hope,

they must wait until the appointed end-time, though they 

wish it was sooner

because the time has not yet come. There is still more time 

until the geulah will arrive.

@ LAST

Once Moshiach is identified 

(as chezkas Moshiach), we will 

observe whether he is successful in 

completing all his tasks, building 

the Beis Hamikdash and bringing 

Yidden back to Eretz Yisroel. If all 

of these are accomplished, we are 

sure he is Melech Hamoshiach and 

the geulah has actually arrived. 

But if he is not able to accomplish 

all this, it means it is not yet the 

time for the geulah and this person 

is not the Final Redeemer.

There are many interpretations of pessukim, 

combinations of letters, words and gematria, 

especially in sifrei Kabbalah, that hint to times 

that would be suitable for Moshiach to come. 

These times are called a ketz (end-time). If Yidden 

had done teshuvah, and been deserving, the 

geulah would have arrived. 

What about now? Throughout the Rebbe's nesius, the 

Rebbe emphasized that we are very close to Moshiach. In 

later years, the Rebbe stated very clearly that the time of geulah has arrived, 

and showed many signs that the process has begun. We will experience 

everything that has been promised about the geulah (including great 

miracles!) in our times. We are the last generation of golus and the first 

generation of geulah.
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RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW!

The Chassidim of the Tzemach Tzedek spent the 

year 5608 in a state of great anticipation and 

excitement. Many years before, the Alter Rebbe 

hinted to the fact that Moshiach was coming that 

year! But the beginning of 5609 arrived, and the 

Yidden of Lubavitch were still living under the 

oppressive rule of the Czar.

“How could it be that Moshiach isn’t here yet!?” 

fourteen-year-old Reb Shmuel cried to his father. 

“Of course, this ketz was a very auspicious time,” 

the Tzemach Tzedek told the Maharash. “This past 

year, Likkutei Torah was printed for the first time!”

The Tzemach Tzedek wasn’t just distracting his 

son with some happy event so that he should 

feel less disappointed. The publication of his 

grandfather’s Chassidus was not just a consolation 

prize. You see, just over one hundred years before, 

there was a Heavenly meeting between Moshiach 

and the Baal Shem Tov. Moshiach encouraged 

the Baal Shem Tov to spread his teachings to the 

greatest degree possible, because the final geulah 

was dependent on Chassidus reaching the furthest 

corners of the world. So, in a ruchniyusdike way, 

the publication of a major sefer Chassidus of the 

Alter Rebbe was a giant step closer.

“That’s not enough!” the Maharash 

protested. “We all need the 

physical Moshiach 

revealed in this world!”

Moshiach’s main job is to boost Torah and mitzvah performance. Eventually all Yidden, and then 

the nations of the world, will serve Hashem in the best possible way. In Halachah Alef, the Rambam 

hinted to the fact that anyone who claims to be Moshiach, but does not strengthen our connection to 

Hashem and Torah, cannot be the true Moshiach. At the end of this halachah, the Rambam brings the 

example of Yoshka and Mohamed, who regarded themselves as Moshiach (and navi). These imposters 

went on to establish world-famous religions who made lots of tzores for Yidden. They did not help 

Yidden and uphold the Torah. Instead, their phony claims and twisted teachings brought suffering to 

Yidden and weakened the Torah for many generations, rachmana litzlan. This is the exact opposite of 

what Moshiach is all about! 

We can never understand why Hashem caused the terrible persecution of Muslim “cleansing” raids, 

the Crusades and the Inquisition. But there is a positive outcome, the Rambam concludes. These 

religions publicized the concept of “Messiah” all over the world, even if they are serving the wrong one! 

When the true Moshiach will come and teach the nations the truth of Torah and mitzvos as Hashem 

commanded it to Moshe Rabbeinu, these ideas will not be a new concept to them. They will see the 

success of Moshiach, realize that this is the true religion, and start to serve Hashem all together.

This last section of the Rambam is not included in this lesson. Do you know that for hundreds 

of years after the Rambam wrote this part of the halachah, it was erased from Mishneh Torah 

by non-Jewish censors? They didn’t want to spread any negative ideas about their religion. 

Only newer printings of the Rambam have this text! Can you find it at home?

CLOSER OR FURTHER AWAY?

BACK TO THE FUTURE

In a letter, the Rebbe says: “Even before I went to cheder, I would imagine what geulah would look 

like...” Now that you learned about how Moshiach will change the world from a state of golus to 

geulah, can you use your imagination to write a detailed description of the process of geulah?
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Grades 3 and 4

Read the question carefully and choose the best answer. Only one answer is correct.

1.     What is something Moshiach is going 

to do in golus (chezkas Moshiach)?

A.    Influence others to keep Torah and 
Mitzvos

B. Bring about Techias Hameisim

C.  Turn the whole world into Eretz Yisroel

D. Daven longer than everybody else

2.    What is Moshiach going to do when 

he is revealed (Moshiach vadai)?

A.   Fast for 100 days

B. Never miss Minyan

C. Build the Bais Hamikdash

D. All of the above

3.    Moshiach will help these people serve 

Hashem:

A. Only the Yidden

B. The whole world

C. Nobody

D. The children

4.    What kind of details does the 

Rambam write regarding Moshiach?

A.   No details

B.  Every single detail that’s going to 

happen when he comes

C.  He describes Moshiach, what he 

will accomplish, and how he will be 

revealed

D.  What Moshiach is going to look like 

(physically)  

5.    How does the Rambam explain that 

someone who’s considered Moshiach 

might die in battle (get murdered)?

A.    Hashem is testing us

B. He is a bad person

C.  It could never happen. Someone 

considered Moshiach can’t get killed

D.  Moshiach is never coming,  

chas v’shalom

Name:  ______________________________ Grade: ________

who is Moshiach?

 רמב"ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י"א הלכה ד
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach

Lesson 3 Quiz

One thing you learned today: ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________



Moshiach’s 
Times

  Will there be miracles after Moshiach  
is revealed?

  What do the prophecies foretelling 
supernatural events mean?

 רמב"ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י"ב הלכה א
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach
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WILL THERE BE MIRACLES AFTER 
MOSHIACH IS REVEALED?

רמב"ם הלכות מלכים ומלחמות פרק י"ב  הלכה א

ַאל ַיֲעֶלה ַעל ַהֵּלב 
ֶׁשִּבימֹות ַהָּמִׁשיַח ִיָּבֵטל 
ָּדָבר ִמִּמְנָהגֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם, 

אֹו ִיְהֶיה ָׁשם ִחּדּוׁש 
 ְּבַמֲעֵׂשה ְּבֵראִׁשית. 

ֶאָּלא עֹוָלם ְּכִמְנָהגֹו נֹוֵהג.

It should not occur to a person to think that in the days 

of Moshiach anything will be cancelled from the natural 

conduct of the world that will change how nature works. Nor 

should you think that in the days of Moshiach there will be 

anything new in the work of Creation and that supernatural 

events will occur. Rather, we will live in the world functioning 

in its customary behavior within the laws of nature. 

In Perek Yud-Alef, the Rambam tells us that a basic belief of the Torah is to believe that a human but 

perfectly pious king from beis Dovid will rise up, teach and inspire Yidden of all different backgrounds, 

fight assimilation and defend Eretz Yisroel. This will happen in golus. Then, one day, Hashem will decide 

it is time for Yidden to go out of golus. Just like Moshiach himself does not have to show any miraculous 

behavior, the change from geulah will also, possibly, happen without supernatural events: Moshiach will 

succeed in all his campaigns, conquer Eretz Yisroel from our enemies, build the Beis Hamikdash 

in its proper place in Yerushalayim and bring all Yidden back there. 

What about now, after Moshiach has arrived and we live in peace in our land with 

complete shleimus? Should we expect miracles now? The Rambam tells us...

FROM GOLUS TO GEULAH

 הלכה א
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Perek Yud-Alef of navi Yeshaya, which we read in the Haftorah of Acharon shel Pesach, tells us of a time 

when someone from beis Dovid will “shoot up.” The spirit of Hashem will rest on him, and with his many 

ruchniyusdike talents, he will lead the Yidden to serve Hashem and conquer the wicked people. Sound 

familiar? Yes, this is similar to how the Rambam describes the time when Moshiach will reveal himself. 

Then the navi continues: Lions, bears, leopards and wolves will laze around and be friendly to those who 

in the past they would viciously attack! Instead of preying on other creatures, they will graze like 

cattle. Young children will play with poisonous snakes!  

Doesn’t all this mean that nature will indeed change? How can we say that the world will 

continue as usual? The Rambam answers this question now: 

NATURAL OR SUPERNATURAL? 

WHAT ABOUT THE PROPHECIES 
FORETELLING SUPERNATURAL EVENTS?

ְוֶזה ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ִּביַׁשְעָיה:

ְוָגר ְזֵאב ִעם ֶּכֶבׂש

ְוָנֵמר ִעם ְּגִדי ִיְרָּבץ

Regarding this that it says in the 

navi Yeshayah:

“The wolf will dwell with the lamb,

the leopard will lie down with the 

young goat,”

ָמָׁשל ְוִחיָדה. ִעְנַין ַהָּדָבר 
ֶׁשִּיְהיּו ִיְׂשָרֵאל יֹוְׁשִבין 

ָלֶבַטח ִעם ִרְׁשֵעי ּגֹוִיים 
ַהְמׁשּוִלים ִּכְזֵאב ְוָנֵמר

These words of Yeshayah are a model of similar behaviors 

and a riddle for us to explain something else that compares 

to it. The idea that is represented by this nevua is that  

Am Yisroel will live comfortably and safely with the wicked 

gentiles who are compared to a wolf and a leopard and 

will not be harmed by them. Where are they compared 

to wild animals? As it says in the navi Yirmiyah about the 

destruction of the Batei Mikdash:

(meaning, that wild animals will no longer kill and eat 

animals they would attack before the geulah).
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ְוַיְחְזרּו ֻּכָּלם ְלַדת ָהֱאֶמת. 
ְוֹלא ִיְגְזלּו ְוֹלא ַיְׁשִחיתּו, 
ֶאָּלא ֹיאְכלּו ָּדָבר ַהֻּמָּתר 

ְּבַנַחת ִעם ִיְׂשָרֵאל.

ְוֵכן ָּכל ַּכּיֹוֵצא ְּבֵאּלּו 
ַהְּדָבִרים ְּבִעְנַין ַהָּמִׁשיַח—

ֵהם ְמָׁשִלים. ּוִבימֹות 
ַהֶּמֶלְך ַהָּמִׁשיַח ִיָּוַדע ַלּכל 

ְלֵאי ֶזה ָּדָבר ָהָיה ָמָׁשל. 
ּוָמה ִעְנָין ָרְמזּו ָּבֶהן.

And the next possuk of the navi Yeshaya about what will 

happen in the times of Moshiach are also  talking about how 

they, the gentiles of the world, will all return to the true 

religion with belief in Hashem. And they will no longer steal 

or destroy. But rather, they, the gentiles of the world, will eat 

permitted food and live at peace with Am Yisroel, as it says:

And the same goes with all those other nevuos about 

supernatural things in navi that are similar to these matters 

regarding the concept of Moshiach. They are all masholim. 

And in the days of the king Moshiach it will become known 

and understood to all and everyone will realize to which 

matters were these masholim and which concept is hinted 

by them in these pessukim. In other words, the Rambam 

is saying that if these miracles do not occur literally, they 

will happen some other way. At that time, we will see how 

things unfold and will be able to match a specific event to the 

nevuah that hints to it. 

ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר:

”.the lion will eat straw like an ox“"ְוַאְרֵיה ַּכָּבָקר ֹיאַכל ֶּתֶבן"

(This could also be a moshal that people will no longer take food or other things by force or 

through hurting others.)

ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר:

"ְזֵאב ֲעָרבֹות ְיָׁשְדֵדם

ְָנֵמר ֹׁשֵקד ַעל ָעֵריֶהם"

“A wolf from the wilderness will spoil them

And a leopard will stalk their cities.”

(Rashi explains that the wolf is the Kingdom of Modai and the leopard is Ashur who will 

attack the Yidden in Yerushalayim.)
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The last of the Rambam’s ikrim (principles of Emunah) is that we will experience techiyas hameisim in the 

future. What can be more miraculous than dead people coming back to life? This seems to be a contradiction 

to what he says here in this halachah: עֹוָלם ְּכִמְנָהגֹו נֹוֵהג, the world will proceed in its usual, natural fashion. 

The Rebbe explains that there will be two stages in the times of geulah. During the first stage, the 

world will continue in a way of teva, nature. During the second stage, the world will exist 

in a supernatural state.There are many other places in navi that speak about miraculous 

events after Moshiach comes which will happen literally—even according to the 

Rambam!

DVAR MALCHUS

 ְּדַבר ַמְלכּות סימן ג

that there are two ideas (that are part of) 

two different times. 

 ֶׁשֵּיׁש ב' ִעְנָיִנים ִּבְׁשֵני ְזַמִּנים ׁשֹוִנים:

One idea and time in the days of Moshiach that  

is connected with Moshiach’s coming,

 ֵיׁש ִעְנָין ּוְזַמן ַּבּימֹות ַהָּמִׁשיַח,
ֶׁשָּקׁשּור ִעם ִּביַאת ַהָּמִׁשיַח

and there is an extra idea ְוֵיׁש עֹוד ִעְנָין נֹוַסף,

that will be added after that first stage of 

the early days of Moshiach.

ֶׁשִּיּתֹוֵּסף ְלַאַחר ְּתקּוַפת ַהְתָחַלת 
ְימֹות ַהָּמִׁשיַח,

In (that time) there will be more acts, ֶׁשָּבּה ִיּתֹוְּספּו ַהְנָהגֹות,  

things that Hashem will do (specifically) 

at that time

ְּדָבִרים ֶׁשַּיֲעֶׂשה ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא, 
ְּבאֹותֹו ְזַמן,

to increase in those things that are a change 

from the world’s order.

ְלַרּבֹות ִעְנָיֵני ִׁשּנּוי ִמְנָהגֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם,

And this will be a later stage ְוֶזה ִיְהֶי'ה ָּכָאמּור ִּבְתקּוָפה ְמֻאֶחֶרת יֹוֵתר

within the days of Moshiach themselves. ַּבְּימֹות ַהָּמִׁשיַח ּגּוָפא.

 It seems that the Rambam has the opinionְוִנְרֶאה ֶׁשְּסִביָרא ֵליּה ְלָהַרְמַּב"ם

Why does the Rambam take the opinion that nevuos that talk about miraculous events after 

the geulah arrives are just a moshal?

Hint: This is similar to the reasoning of why the Rambam says in Perek Yud-Alef that 

Moshiach will not have to perform miracles.

NEW AGE SAGE
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CROWN JEWELS

In the last lesson, we spoke about two different 

situations that will cause Moshiach to come. The first 

possibility is  that they deserve the geulah (zochu). 

The second is that even if they do not merit the 

geulah, Hashem will eventually take us out of golus 

anyway. 

These timeframes are actually hinted to in the navi 

Yeshaya itself: ֲאִני ה‘ ְּבִעָּתּה ֲאִחיֶשָּׁנה. Hashem says… at its 

time, I will hurry it. This seems like a contradiction. 

Will it be on a schedule or hurried up? 

But, the Gemara answers, the possuk is talking about 

two different possibilities. It will be rushed if Yidden 

merit it, but it will be at the set time Hashem gave if 

they don’t.

There are other seemingly opposite nevuos and 

midrashim. Some of them can be solved the same 

way:  Will Moshiach build the Bais Hamikdash or will 

it descend from above? Will he be “a poor man riding 

on a donkey” (one possuk from Navi) or will he 

arrive “on the clouds from the Heavens” (a different 

possuk from a different navi)? If Moshiach will have 

all human faculties, how will be able to “sniff out” 

those who are guilty? (Remember? We spoke about 

this miraculous ability in the first lesson.)

Earlier in this lesson, we asked the question: When 

will techiyas hameisim happen if the world won’t 

change? The Rebbe’s solution is that there will be a 

natural stage and a supernatural stage of Moshiach’s 

arrival. But the Rebbe goes on to say that in a 

situation of zochu, like we are 

now, miracles will happen in the 

first stage as well! 

@ LAST

Will the sun still rise and set every day? Will we eat normal food to nourish our bodies? Will animals keep their basic 

nature once Moshiach arrives? Yes, the Rambam says. The world can still work within the laws of nature, at least right 

away (later this will change!). But with world peace, the Beis Hamikdash and Moshiach’s ruchniyusdike influence, 

our daily lives will surely change. Therefore, the Rambam continues, events foretold by the Navi do not have to occur 

supernaturally, and we can understand them as a moshal. For example, a wolf lying with a lamb can represent how a 

nation that attacked Yidden in the past now lives peacefully with us.
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BRINGING THE GEULAH WITH BITACHON

ssyrian soldiers swarmed 

the valley below as far as 

the eye could see, one 

hundred eighty-five thousand 

troops in all. The elephant brigade 

shored up one side. War chariots, 

each of four horses and four riders 

in armor of chain mail, held iron-

tipped arrows at the ready. Strong 

slaves strained their muscles to 

roll the huge battering rams uphill 

into position to best strike the 

huge stone walls ahead. Towering 

over the walls, they cast shadows 

on the rows of Yidden, who were 

interrupting their erev Yom Tov 

rush to gather on the ramparts of 

the Holy City. The air shuddered.

It was erev Pesach 3213, in the 

fourteenth year of Chizkiyah’s 

reign. Eight years earlier 

Sancheirev’s armies had swept 

through the north of Eretz Yisroel, 

taking countless Yidden from 

malchus Yisroel into golus, never to 

be heard from again. Just a short 

time ago, Sancheirev attacked 

again, destroying settlements 

in the hills of Yehudah around 

Yerushalayim. Now, the Assyrian 

troops surrounded the city itself.

And as Yerushalayim’s citizens 

stood watching, General 

Ravshakei rode ahead toward the 

gates of Yerushalayim, stopping 

on the road by the upper pool 

that flowed into Ir Dovid. He was 

well on his way to complete the 

Assyrian conquest of Bavel, Kush, 

Tzur, the Pelishtim, and now Eretz 

Yisroel. There stood Eliyakim 

ben Chilkiyah, Shevna Hasofer 

and Yoav ben Asaf, the king’s 

secretary, awaiting him.

“Tell Chizkiyah in the name of 

Sancheiriv,” cried the mighty 

Ravshakei in lashon hakodesh. 

“How do you think you will win 

over such a mighty army? Will 

Mitzrayim really help you? Will 

you cry to your G-d? Hashem is 

angry at you, so you are lost! You 

cannot even win over the least 

of Sancheiriv’s officers. Agree to 

surrender and we will spare you! 

But if not...we will completely 

destroy you!”

“Why do you speak to us in our 

language,” the king’s messengers 

asked. “Most Yidden do not 

understand Arameic, but we do, 

and we can pass on your message 

just fine!”

“Who is the message for, do you 

think? It’s for those who are 

watching!” In a booming voice, 

Rabshakei turned to the Yidden on 

top of the walls of Yerushalayim 

and insulted them: “Will you 

stupid people trust in Chizkiyahu? 

He is tricking you! He can never 

win over Sancheirev! Come out to 

join us and you will be saved…”

But the people did not answer, 

for their king, Chizkiyah, had 

commanded them so.

Wearing torn clothes, mourning 

because Ravashkei had cursed 

Hashem, the messengers came to 

King Chizkiyah. He too tore his 

clothes and put on sackcloth. 

“The majority of Sanhedrin has 

ruled that you can accept the 

peace treaty of Sancheirev,” 

Shevna told the king. “We are 

meant to work within the rules 

of nature and cannot rely on a 

miracle to be saved.”

But, instead, Chizkiyah sent 

Eliyakim and Shevna to Yeshaya 

Hanavi. The navi assured them 

that Yerushayim will be saved. 

Chizkiyah took the written words of 

the nevuah and brought them to the 

Beis Hamikdash. Then he davened 

for Hashem to save His people.

Again, Yeshaya Hanavi sent a 

message telling Chizkiyah and the 

Yidden that they should not be 

afraid. He added that listening to 

the navi will help that soon, in the 

days of Moshiach, all the Yidden 

already taken into golus will 

return and peace will reign over 

Eretz Yisroel.

After hearing the message, 

King Chizkiyah returned to his 

chambers. hundreds of thousands 

of armed soldiers circled his 

city, armed to the teeth with the 

most advanced weapons, This 

undefeated army had already 

conquered half the world. What 

did the king do?  “I do not have 

the strength to kill nor to pursue 

the enemy or even to sing praises 

to You,” he said. “Instead, I shall 

sleep in my bed — and You, 

Hashem, will act.” 

And he did.

So the hours passed in complete 

quiet, until Yerushalayim awoke to 

the first day of Pesach. The burnt-

sweet smell of their karbanos still 

floated through the still air. And 

there, far below in the valley on 

the other side of the wall, lay the 

dead bodies of 185,000 of the 

world’s strongest officers, struck 

in the darkest night by Hashem’s 

malach.

A
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ANSWER 

As discussed in Perek Yud-Alef, the main purpose of Moshaiach is to bring the entire world to belief in Hashem and the practice of Torah and mitzvos. Moshiach does not 

need to make miracles in order for us to have shleimus hatorah. Our halachic obligation is to believe that this can happen in a completely natural world. Of course, it is 

possible that Moshiach will do miracles, and indeed, elsewhere the Rambam talks about a future time (another stage of Moshiach) where we will have miraculous events. 

BACK TO THE FUTURE

In Perek Yud-Alef, the navi Yeshaya records many amazing nevuos about the days of Moshiach. The end of 

Perek Yud talks about King Chizkiyah, whose bitachon in the Navi’s words brought about the destruction of 

Sancheiriv’s army. In an earlier perek in the navi, there is a hint in the possuk (a closed mem in middle of the 

word) that hints to the fact that Hashem wanted to make King Chizkiyah to be Moshiach.

The Rebbe explains that the pessukim from both these perakim are in the Haftorah of Acharon shel Pesach, 

because both are related to Moshiach, whose light shines on that day. 

Think about what you learned in the last perek of the Rambam. Which part of the 

halachos of Moshiach could be related to this story of Chizkiyah? What lesson can we 

learn from the fact that the nevuah of the geulah comes right after the story that 

shows us Chizkiyah’s faith in Hashem’s yeshuah?
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Grades 3 and 4

Read the question carefully and choose the best answer. Only one answer is correct.

1.     Should we expect supernatural 

events right away when Moshiach 

comes?

A.    Yes

B. No

C. Only in Eretz Yisroel

D. Only for the Yidden

2.    What does it mean when the navi says 

“ The wolf will dwell with the lamb?”

A.   The wolves will become small 

enough to fit in the dwelling places 
of the lambs

B.  We’ll be able to eat milk and meat 

together

C. Shaatnez will be allowed

D.  The nations of the world will live 

peacefully with the Yidden

3.    Will we ever find out what the 
supernatural prophecies mean?

A. Never

B.  Only the tzaddikim with Ruach 

Hakodesh know

C.  Yes, when Moshiach comes we’ll 

understand what each one means

D.  Depends if we will be smart enough 

to figure it out

4.    How many stages will there be during 

the coming of Moshiach?

A.   2

B. 10

C. 50

D. 100

5.    If the world continues naturally after 

Moshiach comes, how will Techiyas 

Hameisim occur?

A.    According to the Rambam, it won’t 

happen

B. It can also happen in a natural way

C.  It will happen during the second 

stage of Moshiach

D.  It will only happen to tzaddikim, not 

everybody.

6.    One thing you learned today: _________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Name:  ______________________________ Grade: ________

Moshiach’s Times

 רמב"ם | הלכות מלך המשיח  פרק י"ב הלכה א
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach

Lesson 4 Quiz



When 
Eliyahu 
comes

  What will change with Moshiach’s hisgalus?

  Who are Gog and Magog?

  What will Eliyahu do?

  Will Eliyahu come before or after Moshiach?

The Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach
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There will be a big war. Before that happens, Eliyahu will come to save the Yidden and bring 

peace (some opinions disagree and say he will come earlier). But it is Moshiach himself who 

will tell us which shevet we come from, and who is a Kohen or a Levi.

Learn more details in: רמב”ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י”ב הלכה ב-ג
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WHAT WILL FOR SURE CHANGE?

Rambam’s Laws of Kings Chapter 12 Halachah 2 רמב"ם הלכות מלכים ומלחמות פרק י"ב  הלכה ב

 ָאְמרּו ֲחָכִמים ֵאין 
ֵּבין ָהעֹוָלם ַהֶּזה 
ִלימֹות ַהָּמִׁשיַח 

ֶאָּלא ִׁשְעּבּוד 
 ַמְלֻכּיֹות ִּבְלַבד.

In Halacha Alef of Perek Yud-Bais, the Rambam explains how certain nevuos can be understood in a non-

literal way. Yes, there will be techiyas hameisim and other events that are completely beyond 

nature, but that will happen later, in the second stage of Moshiach’s times. Also, as the 

Rambam continues to explain, certain miraculous nevuos are literal, but we don’t yet know 

how they will happen. The Rambam says in Halachah Beis:

BEYOND NATURE?

If no miracles will occur when Moshiach arrives, what, then, will 

happen? Our Sages said: “There is no difference between this 

world which we live in now before Moshiach’s times and the days of 

Moshiach except that we will no longer be under the control of the 

gentile kingdoms.” Yidden will return to Eretz Yisroel to be governed 

by the rules of Torah alone. They will no longer have to follow laws 

that may take away time from being able to study  

Torah all the time and practice the mitzvos in the best possible way. 

 הלכה ב
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WHO ARE GOG AND MAGOG?

Toward the end of days, says the navi Yechezkel, Hashem will be ready to redeem the Yidden and bring 

them back from golus to Eretz Yisroel. In these early stages of the geulah, a great war will break out, 

involving the big superpowers and many others, including King Gog and his nation, Magog. These 

nations will fight for control over Yerushalayim. There, in the mountains of Yehudah, the great nations 

who do not believe in Hashem will fall. Great wonders will occur and the miraculous hailstones of Al-

Gavish will fall upon them and kill them. These are the same hailstones that fell on the Egyptians during 

Makas Borod but stopped in mid-air. For thousands of years they waited until the time of Moshiach, to 

fall again on the wicked of the nations and punish them for causing the Yidden to suffer in golus. 

This war will serve as a judgment day for the nations of the world who rejected Hashem. It will 

show them Hashem’s might and that there is no other besides Him. It will also prove that 

Yidden are His unique nation and no other nation is like them. What will happen to the 

Yidden at this time? Hashem has another plan for them.

JUDGMENT DAY

 ֵיָרֶאה ִמְּפׁשּוָטן 
ֶׁשל ִּדְבֵרי ַהְּנִביִאים 

ֶׁשִּבְתִחַּלת ְימֹות 
ַהָּמִׁשיַח ִּתְהֶיה ִמְלֶחֶמת 

ּגֹוג ּוָמגֹוג. ְוֶׁשֹּקֶדם 
ִמְלֶחֶמת ּגֹוג ּוָמגֹוג 
ר  ַיֲעֹמד ָנִביא ְלַיּׁשֵ

ִיְׂשָרֵאל ּוְלָהִכין ִלָּבם.

ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

"ִהֵּנה ָאֹנִכי ׁשֵלַח ָלֶכם 
ֵאת ֵאִלָּי-ה" ְוגֹו'.

It seems that if we look only at the literal interpretation 

of the words of the nevi’im about the events surrounding 

Moshiach’s arrival, it looks like this: At the beginning of 

the times of Moshiach, a war of King Gog and his nation 

of Magog, who are descendants of Yafes, son of Noach 

will occur. The Yidden will not be harmed at all because 

before the war of Gog and Magog, a navi (Eliyahu Hanavi) 

will stand up, to make the path for Am Yisroel to return to 

Hashem straight, and to prepare their hearts for the geulah 

that is soon coming. 

As it says in the Navi Malachi: 

“Behold, I, Hashem says, am sending you Eliyahu Hanavi.”

Before the geulah from Mitzrayim, Hashem sent Moshe and 

Aharon to inform the Yidden that they will be leaving golus 

and to prepare them for the geulah. Hashem will do the same 

for this future geulah by sending Eliyahu Hanavi beforehand.
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Meforshim explain that this possuk means that Eliyahu will encourage children who will 

then influence their parents to strengthen their observance of Torah and mitzvos. The Rebbe 

quotes the possuk and tells us how we are bringing the geulah closer by 

following what it says, even now in golus. Can you think of a big change 

that has happened in recent times that is hinted at in this possuk?

Hint: The word “veheishiv” in the possuk has the same shoresh as the name 

for this movement.

NEW AGE SAGE

ְוֵאינֹו ָּבא ֹלא 
ְלַטֵּמא ַהָּטהֹור. 

ְוֹלא ְלַטֵהר ַהָּטֵמא.

There are many different sources that talk about Eliyahu’s role in Moshiach’s coming. It’s actually a big 

question exactly when he will reveal himself! The Rambam will soon discuss some of these opinions, 

but first he tells us what is Eliyahu’s purpose: to bring achdus, unity, amongst Yidden and bring shalom, 

peace to the world. Some meforshim connect this with the wandering of Yidden in golus, when they had 

to escape or were chased away by their host nations. Eliyahu will then help reunite the families that got 

separated from each other as they were running away.

Pinchas is Eliyahu, the Targum tells us. Do you remember what Pinchas did? The Yidden had sinned 

terribly and caused a mageifah, a plague. Pinchas acted courageously by killing Zimri. His actions led 

Hashem to stop being angry and stop the Yidden from dying. Pinchas made shalom between Hashem 

and the Yidden. Over five hundred years later, Eliyahu called the Yidden to Har Hacarmel to 

watch as Hashem accepted his karbon over the sacrifice of the worshippers of the Baal. In 

this way he also brought the Yidden closer to Hashem. Since then, Pinchas-Eliyahu has 

acted many, many times as shliach to help Yidden and to bring peace.

LOVE & PEACE

And he Eliyahu is not coming at this time of Moshiach to make 

tomei (impure) what was, by mistake, assumed to be tahor (pure). 

Nor will he make tahor what was thought to be tomei by using his 

Ruach Hakodesh. So what will he do? 

This is as it says in Malachi: “I will send Eliyahu....” and then in the 

next possuk we see:

“...that he may turn the heart of the fathers back through the 

children.” (Eliyahu will make peace and bring together parents 

and children who are far away from each other.)

ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

 "ְוֵהִׁשיב ֵלב ָאבֹות 
ַעל ָּבִנים."
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Even though the Rambam just gave us a time for Eliyahu’s arrival, he continues in this halachah: it’s really 

not so clear. There are different opinions in Gemara and meforshim when Eliyahu will come and what he 

will do. Some say Eliyahu will come before the war of Gog and Magog to awaken Yidden to do teshuvah. 

Others say that Eliyau will come to tell us that Moshiach is coming soon and how to prepare ourselves. 

Other sources describe (though the Rambam doesn’t mention this) how Eliyahu will solve 

questions in halachah and reveal where the hidden keilim of the Beis Hamikdash can be 

found. When there is a question in the Gemara that cannot be solved, the answer is TEIKU, 

which is short for: “(Eliyahu) the Tishbite will answer halachic difficulties and questions.”

MORE ABOUT ELIYAHU

WHAT WILL ELIYAHU DO? 

ְוֹלא ִלְפסל ֲאָנִׁשים 
ֶׁשֵהם ְּבֶחְזַקת ַּכְׁשרּות. 

ְוֹלא ְלַהְכִׁשיר ִמי 
ֶׁשֻהְחְזקּו ְּפסּוִלין. ֶאָּלא 

ָלׂשּום ָׁשלֹום ָּבעֹוָלם. 

ְוֵיׁש ִמן ַהֲחָכִמים 
ֶׁשאֹוְמִרים ֶׁשֹּקֶדם ִּביַאת 

ַהָּמִׁשיַח ָיבֹוא ֵאִלָּיהּו. 
ְוָכל ֵאּלּו ַהְּדָבִרים ְוַכּיֹוֵצא 

ָּבֶהן ֹלא ֵיַדע ָאָדם ֵאיְך 
ִיְהיּו ַעד ֶׁשִּיְהיּו. ֶׁשְּדָבִרים 

ְסתּוִמין ֵהן ֵאֶצל 
ַהְּנִביִאים. ַּגם ַהֲחָכִמים 

ֵאין ָלֶהם ַקָּבָלה ִּבְדָבִרים 
ֵאּלּו. ֶאָּלא ְלִפי ֶהְכֵרַע 

 ַהְּפסּוִקים. ּוְלִפיָכְך 
ֵיׁש ָלֶהם ַמְחֹלֶקת 

ִּבְדָבִרים ֵאּלּו.

And neither is Eliyahu, as part of his mission, going to ruin 

the yichus (lineage) of people who are assumed to have 

a kosher family lineage. And neither will Eliyahu, as part 

of his mission make kosher the family of someone whose 

yichus is assumed to be not proper. His only mission is to 

bring peace to the world. 

When Eliyahu Hanavi will come is not certain. And 

there are some of the Sages who say that before the 

coming of the Moshiach, Eliyahu will come in order 

to inform the Yidden that Moshiach is about to arrive. 

However, it is important to know that all these things 

and similar matters are not known to man for certain 

how it will happen until they will actually occur. For 

these matters are closed (not clear) in the words of the 

nevi’im as to what they mean. All we know is that they 

refer to events in a future time (Moshiach). And also 

the Sages have no tradition that they received from 

their teachers, to be given over from one generation 

to the next, regarding these matters, except their 

own explanation of the pessukim. Therefore, there 

is dispute (difference of opinion) amongst them, the 

Sages, regarding these matters.
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ְוַעל ָּכל ָּפִנים ֵאין ִסּדּור 
ֲהָוַית ְּדָבִרים ֵאּלּו ְוֹלא 
ִּדְקּדּוֵקיֶהן ִעָּקר ַּבָּדת. 

ּוְלעֹוָלם ֹלא ִיְתַעֵּסק ָאָדם 
ְּבִדְבֵרי ַהַהָּגדֹות. ְוֹלא ַיֲאִריְך 

ַּבִּמְדָרׁשֹות ָהֲאמּוִרים 
ְּבִעְנָיִנים ֵאּלּו ְוַכּיֹוֵצא ָּבֶהן. 

ְוֹלא ְיִׂשיֵמם ִעָּקר. ֶׁשֵאין 
ְמִביִאין ֹלא ִליֵדי ִיְרָאה ְוֹלא 

ִליֵדי ַאֲהָבה.

Though the order of events and their details are not 

clear, in any case, neither the order of how these 

matters will happen nor their exact details of what will 

happen are the main principles of faith that a Yid must 

believe. Our belief is that we know he’s coming and that 

he can come any day. In addition, a person should not 

occupy themselves with the words of the aggados 

and not spend a lot of time with the midrashim that 

discuss these matters and similar matters in order 

to try to understand them, nor should they consider 

them as essential to our emunah in Torah and mitzvos. 

For study of them will not bring fear of doing an 

aveirah or love of Hashem.
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ב  ְוֵכן ֹלא ְיַחּׁשֵ
ַהִּקִּצין. ָאְמרּו 
ֲחָכִמים ִּתַּפח 

ֵבי  רּוָחם ֶׁשל ְמַחּׁשְ
ַהִּקִּצים. ֶאָּלא 
ְיַחֶּכה ְוַיֲאִמין 

ִּבְכַלל ַהָּדָבר ְּכמֹו 
ֶׁשֵּבַאְרנּו.

And also, a person should not try to figure out the ketz, the 

appointed time, for Moshiach’s coming for they may be mistaken 

in their calculations and then give up hope, chas v’sholom, because 

Moshiach did not come when they thought it should happen. Our 

Sages declared: “May the spirit take leave of those who try to figure 

out the ketz. ‘’ Rather, await and expect that Moshiach is coming any 

minute and believe in the general idea that Moshiach will come as 

we (the Rambam) explained earlier. Think about who Moshiach is and 

what he will do so we know the geulah is here, instead of trying to 

figure out when it will happen or the order of how it will happen.

@ LAST

FIrst the Rambam says: believe in 

Moshiach, because without him we 

can’t perform Torah and mitzvos 

to their fullest. First Moshiach will 

encourage Yidden in golus and 

then how he will be successful in 

restoring Hashem (and His Torah) 

to full glory in the world. Once he 

comes, the Rambam tells us in this 

perek, he will still not have to bring 

on miracles. When we are no longer 

ruled by non-Jewish governments, 

we can study Torah and fulfill 

mitzvos without interference.

Now the Rambam continues to 

discuss other events foretold by the 

nevi’im: Hashem will shake up the 

world with a war that will include 

many of the world’s superpowers. 

In order for the Yidden to be 

saved, they will be reminded to do 

teshuvah by Eliyahu Hanavi. 

But the truth is, the nevi’im are not 

clear when Eliyahu will come or how 

this war will happen. Don’t spend 

our time figuring it out, but focus on 

the halachos about the geulah that 

we know will happen for sure.  

The Rebbe explains that the reason 

why the details of these events are 

not clearly explained by the neviim is 

because they depend on the spiritual 

level of the Yidden at that time. If 

they are zochu (deserving) then 

these events will happen in a good 

way—and the Rebbe assured us that 

we are indeed on this level! Moreover, 

many Tzaddikim said, because of the 

lengthy suffering of golus, we will not 

have to go through the war of Gog 

and Magog at all.

CROWN JEWELS

“Don’t try to figure out the ketz,” the Rambam warns. 

The Gemara also relates that the Chachamim 

would daven that the people who would work on 

determining a ketz would fail in their calculations. 

But what about the fact that we find many kitzim in 

the Gemara itself? The Rambam himself talks about 

the timing of a ketz in his famous Igeres Teiman! 

And remember the story in Lesson 2 about the ketz 

in the time of the Tzemach Tzedek. The Alter Rebbe 

revealed that one! So yes ketz or no ketz?

The Rebbe explains that the Gemara (and the 

Rambam) prohibit people from figuring out a 

ketz, because once the time of the ketz comes and 

Moshiach didn’t arrive, this will cause people to lose 

their faith in his coming.

“Don’t rely on these calculations! They can hurt your 

emunah!” we are warned.

However, when we speak about a ketz from a 

tzaddik, Nassi or Rebbe, their intention is the 

exact opposite. They want to empower Yidden, 

who perhaps at that time are feeling very low and 

abandoned by Hashem because of great suffering, 

and to strengthen their belief in 

Moshiach that he is very, 

very close. 
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The debate of when Eliyahu will come (before or after Moshiach is revealed), during a great war, in 

preparation for it, or some other time, is similar to many other differences in how the whole process of geulah 

will play out. As we said before, the Rambam doesn’t deal with all these different opinions, only what are 

halachic facts.

One of those things that are a fact is that Eliyahu will bring achdus and shalom. In 

this sichah, the Rebbe explains how we can make Eliyahu come faster! We are actually 

accomplishing that right now, by learning the final halachos of Rambam and making a 

siyum very soon.

DVAR MALCHUS

 ִויִהי ָרצֹון ֶׁשְּבָקרֹוב ַמָּמׁש ָיבֹוא ֵאִלָּיהּו
ר ִּביַאת ַהָּמִׁשיַח, ְלַבּׂשֵ

ּוִבְפָרט ַעל ְיֵדי ַההֹוָסָפה ְּבַמֲעֵׂשינּו ַוֲעבֹוָדֵתנּו 
ְּבִלּמּוד ַהּתֹוָרה ְוִקּיּום ַהִּמְצוֹות, 

ֲאֶׁשר, ַעל ְיֵדי ִקּיּום "ִמְצָוה ַאַחת",

 "ִהְכִריַע ֶאת ַעְצמֹו ְוֶאת ָּכל ָהעֹוָלם ֻּכּלֹו ְלַכף 
ְזכּות, ְוָגַרם לֹו ְוָלֶהם ְּתׁשּוָעה ְוַהָּצָלה",

ּכֹוֵלל ּוִבְמֻיָחד - ַעל ְיֵדי ִהְתַאֲחדּוָתם ֶׁשל 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל, 

 ַאֲהַבת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְוַאְחדּות ִיְׂשָרֵאל, 
ַאְחדּות ֲאִמִּתית ּוְׁשֵלָמה, 

ַעל ְיֵדי ּתֹוַרת-ֱאֶמת ִּבְׁשֵלמּוָתּה, ִּכְבִלּמּוד 
ָהַרְמַּב"ם, ִהְלכֹות ֹּכל ַהּתֹוָרה ֻּכָּלּה, 

 ַעל ְיֵדי ֶזה ְמַבְּטִלים ֶאת ִסַּבת ַהָּגלּות 
)ֵהֶפְך ְּדַאֲהַבת ִיְׂשָרֵאל(, 

 ּוְבֻהְבַטל ֲהִסָּבה, ָּבֵטל ְּבֶדֶרְך ִמֵּמיָלא 
ַהְּמֻסָּבב )ַהָּגלּות(.

And it should be Hashem’s Will that very soon 

Eliyahu will come to give the good news that 

Moshiach has come.  

And (we can make this occur), especially, through 

our increase of actions and service (of Hashem)  

in learning Torah and fulfilling the mitzvos.

Because through performing one mitzvah

(the individual) tilts himself and the entire  

world to the side of good. And (so he) causes,  

for him and them, redemption and salvation  

(as the Rambam says elsewhere).

This includes, more specifically, through (actions 
that are) making (Am) Yisroel one

(through) love of Yidden and unity of Yidden—  

true, complete unity,

through the Torah of Truth in its completeness.  

(This can be accomplished) through learning 

something like Rambam, (which includes) all the 

halachos of the Torah.

Through this (Ahavas and Achdus Yisroel), we undo 

the reason for golus (the opposite of Ahavas Yisroel).

And when the reason disappears, the thing that was 

caused by it (golus) disappears too, automatically.

 ְּדַבר ַמְלכּות סימן ד
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Yakov Avinu had twelve sons. Each one is the father of the shevet that carried their name. Thus it goes 

that all descendants of Reuven, son after sone after son, are from Shevet Reuven. The same with Shimon, 

Levi and the rest of the shevatim. Each shevet is represented by a different way in avodas Hashem. For 

example, Shevet Shimon became teachers and sofrim and Yehudah started the family of Yiddishe kings. 

Shevet Levi was chosen by Hashem to be dedicated to the avodah of the Mishkan and the Bais 

Hamikdash. While the Beis Hamikdash is a place for all Yidden to come and daven and witness the 

offering of karbonos, Shevet Levi was directly involved. The shevet itself was divided into two groups: 

Kohanim and Levi’im. Shmiras hamikdash (guarding the Beis Hamikdash) and singing during the 

avodah are the job of the regular Leviim, while avodas hakorbanos (offering on the mizbe’ach) is carried 

out by the Kohanim. Because Kohanim dedicate their time serving in Hashem’s house, all Yidden are 

required to give them gifts from their crops and earnings, called matnas kehunah.

Today we honor these special appointments by calling a Kohen to the Torah first and the Levi, second, 

before the Yisroel (which includes all other eleven shevatim). However, after close to two thousand years of 

golus and moving from country to country (often on the run!) we are not one-hundred percent sure who 

is a Kohen or a Levi or which shevet we are each from. When Moshiach comes, the Kohanim and 

Levi’im will need to be checked out before they do the avodah in the Bais Hamikdash or to be 

allowed to receive and eat from the kodshim and terumah. Moshiach will establish each 

person’s family line through Ruach Hakodesh, the spirit of Hashem which will rest upon him.

FAMILY TREE

ֵלִוי

ְמָרִריְקָהת  ֵּגְרׁשֹון  

מּוִׁשי ַמְחִלי ִׁשְמִעי ֻעִּזיֵאלִלְבִני  ֶחְברֹון  ִיְצָהר ַעְמָרם 

ִמְרָים 

ּבת ּפּוִטיֵאל

ַאִביהּוא 

ֶאְלָעָזר 

ִאיָתָמר

Kohanim

Leviim

Wife/Sister

Key:

ָנָדב 

ִּפיְנָחס

ֱאִליֶעֶזר 

ֵּגְרשֹׁם

ִמיָׁשֵאלֹקַרח מֶֹׁשה ִצּפֹוָרה

ֶנֶפג

ִזְכִרי

ֶאְלָצָפן

ִסְתִרי

ַאִּסיר

ֶאְלָקָנה

ַאִביָאָסף 

יֹוֶכֶבד

ַאֲהֹרן ֱאִליֶׁשַבע

 הלכה ג
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ִּביֵמי ַהֶּמֶלְך ַהָּמִׁשיַח. 
ב ַמְמַלְכּתֹו  ְּכֶׁשִּתְתַיּׁשֵ

ְוִיְתַקְּבצּו ֵאָליו ָּכל 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל. ִיְתַיֲחסּו ֻּכָּלם 
ַעל ִּפיו ְּברּוַח ַהֹּקֶדׁש 

ֶׁשָּתנּוַח ָעָליו.

ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

 "ְוָיַׁשב ְמָצֵרף 
ּוְמַטֵהר ְוגֹו."

ּוְבֵני ֵלִוי ְמַטֵהר ְּתִחָּלה 
ְואֹוֵמר ֶזה ְמֻיָחס ֹּכֵהן 
ְוֶזה ְמֻיָחס ֵלִוי. ְודֹוֶחה 

ֶאת ֶׁשֵאיָנן ְמֻיָחִסין 
ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל.

In the days of the King Moshiach, when his kingdom has 

been established after winning all the wars and all of Am 

Yisroel will have gathered around him. In that time, Moshiach 

will reveal the family line (where they came from) of all Yidden 

according to his (Moshiach’s) words through the Ruach 

Hakodesh (the spirit of prophecy) which will rest upon him. 

As it is said in the Navi Malachi:

“He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver (and purify the 

bnei Levi and refine them like gold and silver. And they will be 

for Hashem and be of those that bring the minchah offering, 

as is proper.)”

And the children of Levi, Moshiach will purify and make 

their family line clear first. Some of them are Kohanim and 

some are Levi’im. And he, Moshiach, will say: “This person is a 

definite Kohen. And this person is a definite Levi.” And he will 

push away those people whose lineage is not defined to be 

clearly of the family of a Kohen or a Levi to be a Yisroel. Anyone 

who is not a Kohen or Levi, will be recognized as Yisroelim, 

regular Yidden, automatically. 

A group of Kohanim who came up to Yerushalayim from golus Bavel and did not have a record of their 

ancestry proving they were from Aharon’s family. They came to the Nassi, Nechemia, who told them: 

“Because you do not have any proof that they were Kohanim, you may not yet participate in the avodah 

or eat from the korbanos.” They would need to wait until a Kohen wearing the choshen with the urim 

v’tumim could establish their status. (The urim v’tumim was the special quality of the choshen that 

helped the Yidden with important questions. Using Ruach Hakodesh, the Kohen Gadol could see the 

answer of the urim v’tumim spelled out in the letters engraved on the choshen’s stones.)

Alas, throughout the second Bais Hamikdash, the urim v’tumim was not recovered. Only the choshen 

was there, without any special messages. The urim v’tumim that revealed information through 

Ruach Hakodesh will only work again once Moshiach will come. Similarly, the lineage of these 

Kohanim will only be decided through the Ruach Hakodesh that will rest upon Moshiach. 

Until then, they would have to wait. 

DIVINE ASSISTANCE

 הלכה ג
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ֲהֵרי הּוא אֹוֵמר:

"ַוֹּיאֶמר ַהִּתְרָׁשָתא 
ָלֶהם" ְוגֹו' 

"ַעד ֲעֹמד ֹּכֵהן 
ְלאּוִרים ּוְלֻתִּמים"

ִהֵּנה ָלַמְדָּת ֶׁשְּברּוַח 
ַהֹּקֶדׁש ְמַיֲחסין 

ַהֻּמְחָזִקין ּומֹוִדיִעין 
ַהְמֻיָחס.

ְוֵאינֹו ְמַיֵחס ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
ֶאָּלא ְלִׁשְבֵטיֶהם. 

ֶבט  ֶׁשּמֹוִדיַע ֶׁשֶּזה ִמּׁשֵ
ֶבט  ְּפלֹוִני ְוֶזה ִמּׁשֵ

ְּפלֹוִני. ֲאָבל ֵאינֹו אֹוֵמר 
ַעל ֶׁשֵהן ְּבֶחְזַקת 

ַּכְׁשרּות ֶזה ַמְמֵזר ְוֶזה 
ֶעֶבד. ֶׁשַהִּדין הּוא 

ֶׁשִּמְׁשָּפָחה ֶׁשִּנְטְמָעה 
ִנְטְמָעה:

And he, Moshiach, after making clearly defined who is a 

Kohen and a Levi, will not define the family line of the Yisroel 

except to their shevet that they come from. He will make 

known that this person is from this-and-this shevet of the 

bnei Yaakov and this person is from Shevet so-and-so of the 

bnei Yaakov. However, he will not say upon those people 

who are considered to be kosher (from a good family): “This 

person is in fact illegitimate from an unkosher marriage and 

this person is in fact of a slave lineage, born from an eved 

k’naani,” so that they would not allowed to be part of Klal 

Yisroel. For the Torah law is that once a family has become 

mixed within the Yidden, they may remain mixed within the 

Yidden. We give them the benefit of the doubt that perhaps 

they are truly of kosher yichus.

This is what it says in the Book of Ezra: 

“the governor Nechamia ben Hachaliah said to them...

Do not eat from kodshim like the other 

Kohanim until a kohen arises who will wear 

a choshen with the urim vetumim.” (Rashi 

says: this means you will have to wait until 

Moshiach comes.)

Behold you learn from this possuk 

in Ezra that with the use of Ruach 

Hakodesh, the yichus of the Kohen 

and Levi who are considered to be from 

families of Kohanim and Levi’im their 

lineage are made known. The capacity 

for Ruach Hakodesh will only return when 

Moshiach comes.
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Are Kohanim part of one of  

the shevatim? If so, 

which one?

Hint: Who was the nassi 

of this shevet? 

NEW AGE SAGE CROWN JEWELS

Are you a Levi? Sure you are! You might not be 

physically related to Shevet Levi, but every Yid can 

be a Levi b’ruchniyus if they choose to dedicate 

themselves to Hashem and His will. The idea of a Levi 

is that you commit yourself to avodas Hashem. The 

Rebbe says that all children who learn in yeshiva are 

definitely in this category, because they learn Torah all 

day and are supported by their parents, just like the 

real Shevet Levi got ma’aser and 

presents from the Yidden so 

they could do their avodah.
BACK TO THE FUTURE

The Rebbe quotes the Gemara and states 

emphatically that “kolu kol hakitzim”—

every ketz has already passed and 

Moshiach must come right away! The 

Rebbe also said that we are in a state of 

having already done teshuvah. How many 

other sayings by the Rebbe (and previous 

Rebbeim) can you think of that tell us 

about how close we are to the geulah?

ANSWERS 

(1) For many years, especially in America and other Western “free” countries, there were 

rachmana litzlan, many children of frum parents who abandoned Yiddishkeit. It was 

very rare for someone to actually be frummer than their parents! The Baal Teshuvah 

movement, which began around sixty years ago, completely changed that. The Rebbe 

commented on this change that it is “an awakening from Above” that is preceding the 

coming geulah. Now, thousands of Yidden who grew up in a secular environment are 

strengthening their observance and influencing their parents to do the same. Just like the 

song: “A young boy holds a full cup in his hand…” which quotes this possuk in the chorus!

(2) Shevet Levi. Kehos had a son called Amram, who was the father of Miriam, Aharon 

and Moshe. The children of Aharon became Kohanim. All the other descendents of Levi 

are called Levi’im. In fact, the nassi of Shevet Levi was a Kohen, Elazar ben Aharon!

Eretz Yisroel belongs to all Yidden, but each person has a piece of land that is connected 

directly to them. This is their nachalah, a piece of the designated portion within one of the 

twelve parts of Eretz Yisroel, one chelek for each shevet. Even if land was sold or traded, every 

fifty years during Yovel, the land would return to its original family.

The first time the land was divided was in the days of Yehoshua. For seven years after they 

first entered the Land, the Yidden fought the nations of Canaan. For another seven years, 

the land was divided and settled, each family in their own portion. Only then did the 

Yidden begin to observe mitzvos connected to Eretz Yisroel like Shemitta and Yovel.

When Moshiach will come and we will return to Eretz Yisroel, the land will once 

again be divided amongst the shevatim as Hashem desired. With the Land once 

again completely settled with each shevet in their own portion, we will be able to 

observe the laws of Shemitta and Yovel. 

In fact, when Moshiach comes, Eretz Yisroel’s borders will expand, as we learned 

in Lesson Two in connection with the mitzvah of Ir Miklat. So there will be 

new land to divide up!

YOUR LAND
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Grades 3 and 4

Read the question carefully and choose the best answer. Only one answer is correct.

1.     When Moshiach comes Gog and 

Magog will:

A.    Start a war

B.  Unite the Yidden

C.   Be the first nation to listen to 
Moshiach

D.   The Rambam doesn’t say anything 

about Gog and Magog

2.    What will Eliyahu Hanavi do?

A.   Make peace in the world

B.   Start a war with the enemies of the 

Yidden

C.  Make everybody healthy

D.  To tell us who is tahor

3.    When will Eliyahu Hanavi come?

A. Before Moshiach comes

 B.  After Moshiach comes

 C.  Different opinions so we’re not sure

 D.  He came already, like 500 years ago

4.    What is something we can do to 

hasten Eliyahu Hanavi’s coming?

A.   Learn more Torah

B.  Do more Mitzvos

C.  Ahavas Yisroel

D.  All of the above

5.    What will Moshiach tell us through 

Ruach Hakodesh as soon as he 

arrives?

A.    How to build the Bais Hamikdash

 B.    Who will get up first by Techiyas 
Hameisim 

 C.   What was the last mitzvah that 

brought Moshiach

D.  Which shevet everyone belongs to

6.    One thing you learned today:  

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________ Grade: ________

When Eliyahu comes

רמב”ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י”ב הלכה ב-ג
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach

Lesson 5 Quiz
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WHY WANT MOSHIACH?

 הלכה ד

WHY 

“Beileh! Beileh!” Shulem cries as he blows in from 

his weekly Ein Yaakov shiur. “Moshiach is coming!’

“Eh,” Beileh answers, getting up from the kitchen 

table where she was scrubbing a burnt pot. “The 

only thing coming right now is a wintry wind into 

this old house, because you forgot to latch the 

door!”

But Shulem barely hears her. “The Rav was talking 

about it at the shiur tonight. We’ll all be flying 

through the sky to Eretz Yisroel!”

“Eretz Yisroel, Shulem?” Beileh slaps her forehead. 

“What about our cottage, the chickens, the goats, 

my mameh’s cast-iron kettle she got from her 

own bubbeh? We’ll just leave them all behind?”

“Listen,” Shulem answers patiently. “We may have a 

good, productive farm here in golus. But we also have 

Cossacks! Any day, a jealous peasant can come and 

steal our goats and chickens, burn down our barn… In 

Eretz Yisroel we won’t have to worry about that any 

more.”

“Nu,” Beileh says. “So let the Cossack go to Eretz 

Yisroel!” 

Throughout our long golus, there have 

been many reasons for Yidden to 

daven for Moshiach. In the shtetl-

golus, Beileh and Shulem 

ֹלא ִנְתַאּוּו ַהֲחָכִמים 
ְוַהְּנִביִאים ְימֹות ַהָּמִׁשיַח, 
ֹלא ְּכֵדי ֶׁשִּיְׁשְלטּו ַעל ָּכל 
ָהעֹוָלם, ְוֹלא ְּכֵדי ֶׁשִּיְרּדּו 

אּו  ָּבַעּכּו''ם, ְוֹלא ְּכֵדי ֶׁשְּיַנּׂשְ
אֹוָתם ָהַעִּמים, ְוֹלא ְּכֵדי 
ֶלֱאכל ְוִלְׁשּתֹות ְוִלְׂשֹמַח.

Until now, we have discussed who Moshiach is and what will happen when he comes. We also heard 

about some of the wonderful things that will occur when he does. Now, the Rambam will explain why 

the biggest tzaddikim wanted Moshiach. By understanding the reason behind their desire, we can also 

understand the deeper meaning of all the physical changes that will happen in Moshiach’s 

times. It is true that all our physical needs will be met, but this is not so we can relax all day 

and have a good time. Rather, we will have peace and great riches so that we can dedicate 

ourselves to what each Yid truly desires: Hashem and Elokus.

ONLY HASHEM 

The great Torah Sages and the Nevi’im did not desire 

for the days of Moshiach to come for any of the following 

reasons: It is not in order for Am Yisroel to govern over 

the entire world, nor to oppress the gentiles and rule 

over them. Neither was it so that they can be elevated 

by the nations (that Yidden will be respected), nor to eat 

and to drink and to celebrate. Though Moshiach will 

rule the world and there will be plenty of food, drink and 

celebration, this is not the reason they wished for Moshiach.

Laws of Kings: Chapter 12, Halachah 4 רמב"ם הלכות מלכים 
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ֶאָּלא ְּכֵדי ֶׁשִּיְהיּו 
ְּפנּוִיין ַּבּתֹוָרה 

ְוָחְכָמָתּה, ְוֹלא 
ִיְהֶיה ָלֶהם נֹוֵגׂש 

ּוְמַבֵּטל, ְּכֵדי 
ֶׁשִּיְזּכּו ְלַחֵּיי 

ָהעֹוָלם ַהָּבא. 
ְּכמֹו ֶׁשֵּבַאְרנּו 

ְּבִהְלכֹות 
ְּתׁשּוָבה:

Rather, they only desired Moshiach in order to be free to involve 

themselves in Torah and its wisdom. Even though they studied 

Torah while in golus, they wished for Moshiach so they would be 

able to study it in peace and without any distractions. And in order 

to be able to study Torah without worry, they wanted that there 

not be upon them (the Yidden) someone who oppresses them 

and disturbs them. They wanted to be able to learn Torah properly 

in order that they would merit eternal life in the World to Come, 

as explained in Hilchos Teshuvah. The Rambam says there: “For 

in the time when one is bothered with illness and war and hunger, 

they do not occupy themselves with wisdom and mitzvos by which 

to acquire olam haba.” However, when the world will be a 

perfect world without worries or pressure due to illness, war 

and hunger, we will be able 

to occupy ourselves and 

pursue Torah and mitzvos 

completely and merit life 

in the World to Come. 

“Why?” little Sholom Dovber cried to his zeideh, 

“It’s not fair!” This is the scene: The Rebbe, the 

Tzemach Tzedek is sitting in his yechidus room. It 

is the week of Parshas Vayera, and his grandson, 

the future Rebbe Rashab, who is now just five or 

six years old, bursts in from Cheder broken down 

in tears.

What had happened?

Reb Shalom Dovber had been learning in Cheder 

that Hashem appeared to Avraham Avinu after he 

had a bris milah at the age of ninety-nine. “Why 

doesn’t Hashem reveal himself to me?” the little 

boy cried. His grandfather patiently explained that 

Avraham deserved Hashem’s revelation for having 

so much mesiras nefesh to do a mitzvah. 

Do you think this explanation made the Rebbe 

Rashab feel all better? Could we 

want Hashem’s revelation like the 

Rebbe Rashab did when he 

was just a little boy? How 

WHY NOT ME?
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Why do we want Moshiach to come? And how badly do we want him? In Perek Yud-Bais, Halacha 

Daled, the Rambam explains why the greatest tzaddikim wanted Moshiach. Occupied with Torah all day 

long, they just couldn’t wait for the time when they could learn without interruption.

But do each of us truly feel how much we are missing by not being able to learn the deepest parts 

of Torah full-time? The Rebbe tells the children of Tzivos Hashem that if we would use our 

imagination just a little bit and realize how many people—also spiritual beings and 

even Hashem Himself!— are waiting for the geulah, we would would not be able to 

stand staying in golus even one moment longer!

DVAR 

ֶדער אֹויֶּבעְרְׁשֶטער ֶגעִפיְנט ִזיְך ִמיט ִאים צּוַזאֶמען ִאין ָגלּות, 

...ַאז ֶדער אֹויֶּבעְרְשֶׁטער ֶגעִפיְנט ִזיך ִאין ָגלּות, 

ֶגעִפיְנט זִיך ָדאְרְטן 

ֶאֶלף ַאְלֵפי ַאָלִפים ַמְלָאִכים!

אּון ֶדעְרָנאך, ַאז ְמ'וֶועט ָנאְך ַמְסִּביר ַזיין 

וִויְפל ָדאס קּוְמט אֹויס ִריּבֹוא ְרָבבֹות ִאין ֶּפעִניס –

וֶועט ָדאס אֹויְסקּוֶמען,

 ַאז ַאִפילּו ֶדער ְטֶרעֶז'עֶרער פּון וַואִׁשיְנְגָטאן

—פּון ֶדעם ָאדֹון ַהָגדֹול

 ָהאט ִניט ַאזֹוי ִפיל ִריּבֹוא ְרָבבֹות 

ְוַאְלֵפי ַאָלִפים ֶּפעִניס

וִויְפל ֶדער אֹויֶּבעְרְשֶׁטער ָהאט ַמָלאִכים!

אּון ֵזיי ַאֶלע ֶגעִפיֶנען ִזיך ִאין ָגלּות!

Hashem is found here,  

together with you in golus!

…(and) since Hashem is found in golus,

it is (also) found there

millions and billions of angels!

And then, it is further described (to you):

What is the total of these many millions  

(of angels if they were shown) in pennies?

It would come out

that even the treasurer of the president  

(of the United States) in Washington

does not have so many million billion pennies 

as Hashem has malochim.

And all of them are also in golus!

 משיחת ט”ו שבט 
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WHAT IS OLAM HABA?

CROWN 

We’re very familiar with olam 

hazeh. It is full of wonderful-

looking things and lots of fun 

for our physical bodies. But 

we know we have a neshama. 

So we work to resist the pull 

of the yetzer hara who tries 

to distract us from our true 

purpose of doing Torah and 

mitzvos. We don’t listen to that 

tricky fellow! We stay focused 

on the real goal and eventually, 

after one hundred and twenty 

years in this world, a Yid moves 

onto the next spiritual world, 

where the neshama can have its 

own pleasure. There it basks in 

Hashem’s light as a reward for 

a life of Torah and mitzvos. We 

talk about this every day in the 

morning brachos to remind us 

and help us focus on our true 

purpose. 

According to the Rambam, the 

ultimate reward will be after 

the period of Techiyas Hameisim. 

All Yidden will come back to life 

at that time. But after this later 

stage of Moshiach’s coming, 

we will all pass away. Then, as 

neshamos without bodies, we will 

have our true reward.

But others, like the Ramban, 

disagree, and say that we will all 

continue to exist as a neshama 

in a guf forever. This is also what 

Kabbalah and Chassidus teach us. 

Since Hashem created the world, 

we’ve been preparing for the time 

when we will bring both worlds, 

physical and spiritual, together. 

Hashem’s greatest desire is to 

have a dira betachtonim, a home 

in the physical world where His 

true Self will be 

revealed.
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WHAT WILL THE WORLD BE 

 הלכה ה

ּוְבאֹותֹו ַהְּזַמן 
ֹלא ִיְהֶיה ָׁשם 
ֹלא ָרָעב, ְוֹלא 
ִמְלָחָמה, ְוֹלא 

ִקְנָאה ְוַתֲחרּות, 
ֶׁשַהּטֹוָבה ִּתְהֶיה 
ֻמְׁשַּפַעת ַהְרֵּבה, 

ְוָכל ַהַּמֲעַדִּנים 
ְמצּוִיין ֶּכָעָפר.

ְוֹלא ִיְהֶיה ֵעֶסק 
ָּכל ָהעֹוָלם ֶאָּלא 

ָלַדַעת ֶאת ה' 
ִּבְלַבד. ּוְלִפיָכְך 

ִיְהיּו ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
ֲחָכִמים ְּגדֹוִלים 
ְויֹוְדִעים ְּדָבִרים 

יגּו  ַהְּסתּוִמים ְוַיּׂשִ
ַּדַעת ּבֹוְרָאם ְּכִפי 

ֹּכַח ָהָאָדם.

Through studying the laws of Moshiach, we learned what will happen in Moshiach’s times: 

Yidden will live in Eretz Yisroel and will be able to keep Torah and mitzvos in their entirety, and 

the non-Jews will not disturb us. The whole world will want to know Hashem. The Rambam 

now explains exactly what that world, while still in its natural-order stage, will look like. 

REWARD & PURPOSE

And in that time of Moshiach we will be able to focus completely 

on learning Torah in all its hidden meanings because nothing bad 

or scary will ever happen: There will not be over there (in the world) 

any hunger because there will be plenty of good and healthy food. 

And no war. There will also be no jealousy in anyone’s heart or 

competition that is caused by jealousy. All these positive changes 

will happen because the good will flow in great amounts. Everyone 

will have what they need and not be jealous of another. And all 

yummy delights will be found like dust. Just as dust is plenty and 

free to take from the ground, all treats, conveniences and luxuries 

(food, electronics, clothes, toys or anything you can dream of!) will be 

available when Moshiach will come.

In this perfect world, there will be no distractions, and no need  

to occupy ourselves with work, so it will not be the occupation  

of the entire world to busy themselves with anything except to 

know Hashem. 

And therefore, Am Yisroel will be great experts in Torah and know 

the hidden matters including the deepest secrets of the Torah. 

Through delving into Torah, they will be able (like the greatest 

Chachamim of previous times) to understand science and the 

secrets of the Universe. And they will understand the knowledge of 

their Creator, and Hashem’s presence will be revealed to the extent 

that we the greatest hidden levels of Hashem will be understood 

according to the ability of the human being. 

Laws of Kings: Chapter 12, Halachah 5 רמב"ם הלכות מלכים 
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ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר:

“ִּכי ָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ 
ֵּדָעה ֶאת ה’ ַּכַּמִים 

ַלָּים ְמַכִּסים”:

CROWN 

Over two hundred years ago, we 

received a very clear instruction 

of how to bring Moshiach (from 

Moshiach himself!): ִלְכֶשָׁיּפּוצּו 
 When the — ַמְעְינֹוֶתיָך חּוָצה

wellsprings of Chassidus have 

reached the places that are 

most distant from Hashem. 

What is the connection 

between Moshiach’s coming 

and Chassidus? 

The Rambam here says that 

in “that time” we will learn 

the secrets of the Torah. This 

process actually began when 

the Arizal commanded that the 

teachings of Kabbalah, which 

were hidden for thousands of 

years, should be made public. 

Chassidus took these concepts 

and made them relevant and 

practical for anybody to learn.

One of the main reasons to 

learn the secrets is to become 

completely filled with the 

understanding of Hashem in 

a way that we become totally 

connected to Him. Hmm. 

Doesn’t that sound something 

like what the Rambam is saying 

in this halachah? By learning 

Chassidus, we are actually 

getting a taste of what it means 

to be filled with the knowledge 

of Hashem as waters fill the sea. 

Indeed, this is one reason why 

Chassidus was revealed toward 

the end of golus. 

By learning Chassidus today, 

we are preparing ourselves for 

the time of Moshiach in a very 

practical way!

There is a custom to taste the 

Shabbos cooking on Friday 

afternoon to experience 

Shabbos in a small way. (That’s 

your big brother’s excuse for 

sneeking a big slice of kugel, 

but he’s right!) Moshiach’s time 

is called “yom shekulo Shabbos,” 

in the Mishnah. So now, just 

before he arrives, 

we are getting 

ready to 

As it says in the navi Yeshaya:

“The entire world will be filled with the knowledge of Hashem 

as the waters cover the ocean bed.” (Fish and other life forms are 

covered by water and they are one with the sea. When Moshiach 

will come, we will continue to exist but we will be filled with 

such great knowledge of Hashem that we will cease to appear as 

separate beings from Him.) 

Why do we need Moshiach to study Torah and become great sages? Why can’t we do it now?

Hint: Part of the answer is in the bar mitzvah maamar quotes this Chazal (and explains it): “we 

wish to study Torah day and night but we do not have any time…”

NEW AGE SAGE
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BACK TO THE FUTURE

“We want Moshiach now!’’ The Rebbe says we must 

demand it from Hashem. Has your yearning for Moshiach 

grown stronger after these six lessons? Give examples of 

things you’ve learned that could help a 

person to fulfill the halachah of actively 

awaiting Moshiach every day.

ANSWER 

(1) To learn Torah properly, we must be healthy and have 

time. When a person is ill, chas v’shalom, or busy with earning 

an income or in fear of their life and still learning Torah, it is 

not with the same depth and understanding as when they 

do it without distraction. When Moshiach comes, all this will 

disappear. Indeed, today there are all sorts of handicaps, both 

physical and mental, that make it difficult for some people to 

study Torah or do mitzvos. Children are naturally able to live 

in a Moshiachdik way to learn in yeshiva with complete focus, 

because they are cared for and supported by their parents. 

In the perfect world of Moshiach, even adults will be able to 

Yasher koach! You have just completed learning the 

Rambam’s Hilchos Moshiach. These are the very last 

chapters of the fourteen books of Mishneh Torah. 

“Everything goes according to the end,” Chazal tell us. The 

Rebbe explains why Hilchos Moshiach are the very last 

part of Mishneh Torah: The Rambam wrote these seforim 

to explain how a Yid can keep all the halachos of the Torah, 

and to keep them all we need to bring Moshiach!

“tut altz vos ir kent—do all that you can…”

On the 28th of Nissan, 5751 the Rebbe told us Chassidim:  

I have done all that I could ....[ now I ] give it over to you.  

Tut altz vos ir kent—do all that you can ...to bring Moshiach!” Later the Rebbe explained that the most 

direct way to bring Moshiach is through learning about Moshiach, including the study of the Rambam’s 

Laws of Moshiach. 

When the Rebbe told us: “I give it over to you!” it means that the Rebbe is saying we are able to, and must 

participate in bringing Moshiach and not rely on others to do so. Indeed, by learning these halachas on 

Moshiach that the Rebbe encouraged us to study, you have already brought Moshiach much closer. 

Continue to study! And now that you know what and how to look forward to Moshiach, share with others 

what you learned here. That way the whole world will study these laws and also want Moshiach now!

THE SIYUM!

ִנְׁשְלמּו ִהְלכֹות ְמָלִכים 
ְוַהִחּבּור ֻּכּלֹו ָּברּוְך ֶׁשָאַמר 

ְוָהָיה ָהעֹוָלם ִּבְפָרטֹו ּוִבְכָללֹו

ַּתם ְוִנְׁשַלם ֶׁשַבח ָלֵא-ל 
ּבֹוֵרא עֹוָלם:

This completes Hilchos Melachim (of the Rambam) and 

the entire text of Mishneh Torah. Blessed be He (Hashem) 

Who spoke and the world came into being as a whole 

and also each and every one of its particulars.

Complete and perfect with praise to Hashem, Creator of 

the World.
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Grades 3 and 4

Read the question carefully and choose the best answer. Only one answer is correct.

1.     Why did the Chachamim and Neviim 

desire Moshiach?

A.    To be free to learn Torah

B.  To have more candy

C.  To have bigger houses

D.  To have nicer and bigger esrogim

2.    Who is with us in golus?

A.   Hashem

B.  Millions of malachim

C.  Avraham Avinu’s three malachim

D.  A & B

3.    What does the Rebbe compare to the 

pennies in the US treasury?

A.  The amount of money we’re going 

to have when Moshiach comes

 B.  How big Eretz Yisroel will grow

 C.   The amount of candy that we’re 

going to have when Moshiach 

comes

 D.   The amount of malachim with us in 

golus

4.    Which of the following will NOT 

happen when Moshiach comes?

A.   No hunger

B.  No war

C.  No jealousy

D.  No cars

5.    What will be our main occupation 

when Moshiach comes?

A.    Involve ourselves in the knowledge 

of Hashem

 B.  Get rid of all the bad people

 C.  Eat candy off the trees

D.  Blowing the shofar

6.    One thing you learned today: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________ Grade: ________

A Delight-full World

רמב”ם | הלכות מלך המשיח | פרק י”ב הלכה ד-ה
From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach

Lesson 6 Quiz






